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Music in the Clovis Schools 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

  
 Throughout our community - in fact, throughout our state, and in other regions - it is no 
secret that the music education programs of the Clovis Schools are one of our decided 
strengths.  
 Sitting down recently with Alan Dropps, Director of Music Education for the Clovis 
Schools, the plan was to catch up with all the awards and accolades that our various music 
programs have assembled. After a few minutes of conversation, it became clear that listing 
those items in the allotted space would be an impossible task. With the exceptional quality of 
our music programs, each year, as the bar rises, the awards pour in as staff and students rise to 
meet the demands.  
 You can walk into the band and choir rooms at Clovis High School and see literally 
innumerable trophies and plaques from every year, dating as far back as the 1930s! Dropps did 
highlight a few recent items. “We have a long tradition of excellence in music education in our 
district. The NM Music Educators Association (http://www.nmmea.com) named the Clovis 
Schools as the “District of Distinction.” Also, we are the only school district in New Mexico that 
has had every single one of our schools perform on the All-State Honors Concert.” 
 The NM Music Educators Association also named Alan Dropps Administrator of the Year. 
A number of our music teachers have been named Music Educator of the Year. With the long 
tradition of excellence in music education in Clovis, it’s easy to forget that, at the state level, we 
are usually competing with districts much larger than we are; however, it is expected by all that 
Clovis will be a strong presence at any competition, sweeping a high percentage of awards. 
 Dropps continued: “This strong tradition can be traced back to some strong influences 
through the years: Norvil Howell, band director for many years; Harry Barton, choir director for 
many years, and Virginia Morrison, to name a few. Wayne Anderson served as Director of 
Music Education for many years; plus, many more.” Interestingly, Howell and Anderson still 
volunteer for private band and voice lessons for students in the district. 
 “Clovis has always been ahead of the curve in terms of the benefits of music education 
on a student’s cognitive development.” Dropps shared the research of Dr. Nina Kraus, professor 
of communication sciences, neurobiology, and physiology at Northwestern University. She has 
studied the impact of music training on a child’s cognitive development for a decade. Her 
research clearly demonstrates the benefits of music education for all learning areas; with music 
education, children become demonstrably more effective learners in reading, math, science, 
and other subjects. 
 One of the things Dropps emphasized was the fact that we have certified music 
educators at every school site. Regardless of the school, the students get the same solid 
grounding in music education. 
 Music in the Clovis Schools seems to epitomize the quote by Aristotle: “We are what we 
repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.” 
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