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“Wax” Figures Come to Life at Ranchvale 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

  
 A most remarkable site was witnessed recently at Ranchvale Elementary School. The 
gym was filled with students, parents, and teachers, coming to visit a “Living Wax Museum.” 
Groups of visitors gathered around and listened to the many “wax” historical figures that came 
to life when their out-stretched hand was tapped. 

With so many people visiting at once, you might think it might be hard to hear the spoken 
autobiographical sketches of the “wax” figures, but it wasn’t at all. I joined a group of five or six 
students as they moved from figure to figure, tapping hands and listening to the detailed 
autobiographical presentations. 
 Who were these “wax” figures? Turns out they were Jennifer Inge’s and Kendra Lewis’ 
5th grade students at Ranchvale, and this was the first of the school year’s “Learning 
Assemblies.” 
 The Learning Assembly at Ranchvale is the brainchild of Renee Mestas, principal at 
Ranchvale Elementary. Each school year, school sites schedule assemblies, which usually 
involve individuals or groups commissioned to come to the school to make a presentation to the 
student body. A variety of topics with a positive message are addressed in an entertaining 
manner. 
 Ranchvale’s Learning Assemblies have replaced the conventional assembly in a unique 
and engaging manner. The way it works is this: beginning with the highest grade level – now 5th 
grade in elementary school – students work together with all classes at the same grade level to 
come up with a creative and innovative presentation to share their learning with fellow students. 
The next grade level to present at the following Learning Assembly is the 4th grade, then, 3rd  
and so on, until all grades have presented, about every month or two. Beginning with the older 
students provides an excellent opportunity to model the process for the younger kids. Past 
presentations have included dance, skits, musical events, interactive activities, and other 
presentations. 
 At this Living “Wax” Museum, the 5th graders were wonderfully decked out in costumes 
and had the appropriate props for the character they represented. The students’ performances 
were great, and they spoke clearly and with boldness, remaining in character the entire time. 
The array of historical figures represented was impressive and included: Abe Lincoln, Teddy 
Roosevelt, Albert Einstein (complete with bushy hair and mustache), Davy Crockett, Amelia 
Earhart, Helen Keller, Rosa Parks, Babe Ruth, Jackie Robinson, Geronimo, and many others. 
 To prepare for the presentation, students had to do a considerable amount of research 
to build their presentations, which included unique bits of information. Having always been a bit 
of a history buff myself, I still learned something new at each and every student presentation. 
 Especially gratifying was observing the younger student visitors coming to visit each 
“wax” figure. They listened, not only politely, but actually with riveted attention, oblivious to their 
surroundings. As Principal Mestas noted, “In this day and age of accountability, this sort of 
activity reminds us of what it’s all about.” 
 Einstein himself noted, “It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative 
expression and knowledge.” 
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