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Hispanic Heritage Month 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
  
 September 15 to October 15 is National Hispanic Heritage Month 
(http://hispanicheritagemonth.gov). Begun in 1968 under President Lyndon Johnson, it was 
expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to span this 30-day period. Now, a number of 
governmental bodies join together to pay tribute to Hispanic Americans who have positively 
contributed to our country; including: The Library of Congress, National Archives and Records 
Administration, National Endowment for the Humanities, National Gallery of Art, National Park 
Service, Smithsonian Institution and United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. All of these 
offer an extended array of educational resources and materials to support the National Hispanic 
Heritage Month (http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/national-hispanic-heritage-month and 
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/resource_library/hispanic_resources.html). 

In our school district, we, too, are joining in the celebrations. La Casita Elementary 
students are learning about other “lands of enchantment” through a variety of activities. Each 
class at La Casita has been assigned a Spanish-speaking country and has created the flag of 
that country, using a considerably imaginative variety of materials.  

Most of the flags are now complete and adorn the corridors of the school and are 
definitely worth viewing. During the process of creating the flag, students researched the 
countries to learn about the culture, cuisine, music, geography, and any other aspects of the 
country. Students have also been actively involved in reading books in the school library and 
learning various facts about the countries. 

On Friday, October 18, La Casita will host a fiesta in the cafeteria. There will be various 
activities, and parents will be involved as volunteers and sponsors. A delectable variety of foods, 
many from the countries studied, will be available to accompany the activities and festivities. 

Dr. Sylvia Martinez, principal, and Lidia Arceo, Instructional Coach, have been actively 
assisting in the process of facilitating many of the activities and events associated with the 
Hispanic Heritage Month. Teachers have woven the Hispanic Heritage month activities into their 
classrooms, to align with existing academic activities as well as the Common Core Standards. 

Along with the Hispanic Heritage Month activities, La Casita staff and students have 
folded in the Character Counts program, focusing at the moment on the pillar of Respect. Arceo 
explained, “Students have been wearing yellow, which represents respect for other students 
and other cultures.” For demonstrations of respect, students are awarded tickets from teachers 
or other staff members. Students who have received the most tickets for acts of respect will be 
honored for their exemplary behavior. 

Topping off the excitement is the naming of a king and queen from the 5th grade, which 
will occur during culminating Friday Fiesta, along with a prince and princess from the 
kindergarten classes. The kids are excited at the prospect, along with the parents. “Our PAC 
[Parent Advisory Committee] takes care of the decorating for the fiesta and much of the 
organization.” continued Arceo.  

Clearly, the learning and celebration involves everyone. Somehow, this seems the way 
schools should be: with educators, parents, and community members working together to 
support students. 
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