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James Bickley Jumpin’ 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
  
 October has been a busy month at James Bickley Elementary. Principal Laura Adkins 
recently took some time to share some of the happenings. Adkins, born and raised in Portales, 
has been an educator for over 17 years, between Clovis and Portales, and is now at the helm of 
James Bickley as principal. 
 Adkins shared, “Third and fourth grade students who met proficiency in the New Mexico 
Standards-Based Assessment were rewarded by a field trip to one of the local corn mazes. The 
students also participated in activities that promote hard work and putting forth one’s best effort.” 
 Then, there was the Farm Safety Day, sponsored by local dairies who took third graders 
to a farm and covered various aspects of farm safety. This program was jointly supported by the 
City of Clovis and several other individuals and organizations as well. 

On October 22nd an awards assembly was held to honor students in various categories: 
with good grades; students showing academic growth; and students with good attendance. Also, 
honored were those students who have gone over and above to demonstrate hard work; who, 
for example, have taken advantage of the tutoring sessions offered outside normal school hours. 
“Our focus this year has really been on reading – comprehension, fluency, vocabulary – but also 
pulling in math vocabulary,” continued Adkins. 

“For ‘Character Counts’ (the character-building program used across the district) we 
have folded a variety of activities into the classroom.” In addition, the kids who were “Character 
Counts” awards honorees participated in a luncheon together with Cannon Air Force Bases’s 
Squadron Special Operations Squadrons, the 524th and 33rd. The squadrons brought over 20 
members. These service men and women who participated spent time with the kids in 
conversation, playing football on the playground and other activities. Adkins described: “ The 
kids LOVED it! It was an extremely positive experience for the kiddos.” 

There was a Sock Hop on the 23rd for all students who have met their two AR 
(Accelerated Reader) goals, which is tracked by points and proficiency. 

The Scholastic Book Fair has been going on all this week in James Bickley’s library. This 
event will be wrapped up by “Math Focus” on the last day (Friday) along with a Family Math 
Night, from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. Adkins continued, “Every grade will have at least one math activity 
with a take-home pack. Attendees get a punch card, with a hole punched for every booth a 
student participates in. Parents will get involved by going online through our new Epson 
interactive projectors to “My Math” (https://www.mheonline.com/mhmymath/) to experience the 
resources available to work with their children.” 

The School Spelling Bees will begin the last week of October in the classroom, 
culminating with the school-wide Spelling Bee on Nov. 20. 

Wow! That is a lot happening, and as I peeked over at the JB calendar, looks like that’s 
the ongoing pace. Maybe John Dewey was right when he noted: “Education is not preparation 
for life; education is life itself.” 
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