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3rd Grade Learning Assembly 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 The 3rd grade classes at Ranchvale Elementary are a pretty amazing bunch. They recently 
hosted the 3rd Grade Learning Assembly. Conceived by Ranchvale principal, Renee Mestas, the 
Learning Assembly has become a standard at this elementary school. Every month or so a grade 
level hosts a Learning Assembly, showcasing their learning to the entire school in a creative 
presentation of their own choosing. 
 This one began with Ranchvale’s 3rd grade teachers, Vicki Guiffre and Trinity Watt. This 
is Guiffre’s second year teaching 3rd grade at Ranchvale, but she taught for four years previously 
in Illinois. Watt has taught for nine years in the Clovis schools, now in her third year at 
Ranchvale. As these teachers launched their team planning for the next unit in the reading 
program, “Imagine It” (http://imagineitreading.com/NA/ENG_US/index.php), it became obvious 
that students were enthusiastic about building upon the animal habitats research to develop a 
Learning Assembly presentation. With the initial concept of a project that students could work 
on in the classroom, but would also involve parents at home, it seemed a perfect solution. 
 Using a field log guide provided by the reading program, students began the process of 
choosing and researching their chosen animal and their habit. As the research progressed and it 
was time to do their writing, the teachers found that a better framework to guide the student 
writing process was needed. Guiffre and Watt did their own research and came up with a perfect 
graphic organizer for the task. These 3rd graders learned to write their first draft of their report, 
skipping lines for later editing; they worked in pairs to peer-edit, guided by a checklists, until the 
research was complete.  
 The next stage was the creation of their dioramas to graphically illustrate the habitat of 
the animal researched. Teachers modeled and discussed the materials and elements that would be 
needed for students’ dioramas, which students worked on both at school and at home. 
 When all was complete, it was time for the Learning Assembly. It was decided that 
students would present their research by identifying their animal and sharing one interesting fact 
about the animal and its habitat in an interview by a fellow student. This would be captured on 
video and edited into a movie. 
 At the Learning Assembly, all 3rd graders were arranged in a rectangle in the gym, 
facing outwards, with their projects on a table before them. The presentation opened with 
the videoed student interviews presented on large screen for the parents and other grade 
levels. Afterwards, the audience was invited to come down and visit the various stations 
to learn more from the students. 
 I have to say, the video was great: all students were articulate and stated their facts 
flawlessly, without referring to any notes. Later visiting the stations I asked students a 
variety of questions about their projects, and without exception, they knew their stuff. It 
was hard to remember these were 3rd graders! 
 Mark Van Doren noted, “The art of teaching is the art of assisting discovery.” 
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