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Taking Down the Christmas Tree 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 

While the holiday season is still such a fresh memory, one last Christmas story is worth 
sharing.  

At the Clovis High School Freshman Academy, librarian Linda Pierce headed up a 
Christmas tree competition through the CHSFA Honor Society, which she sponsors. CHSFA 
teachers and students are divided into integrated curricular teams. Not only has this become a 
sound and solid academic practice, it provides an all-encompassing learning environment for 
students so that no single student falls through the cracks. Given this supportive environment, 
students and teachers get to know one another better, which in turn supports student motivation 
not only in the classroom, but also in projects outside the classroom. 

The CHSFA Honor Society Christmas tree decorating competition has been going on for 
the last three or four years, but each year the project has expanded a bit.  

This year’s Christmas tree competition, again facilitated by Pierce through CHSFA 
Honor Society students, had each of the five teaching teams decorate two trees. Some of the 
trees had themes, and others were traditional. The trees themselves were provided by various 
sponsors, and the ornaments and decorations by students and staff. Not surprisingly, one tree 
was a “Wildcat” tree, covered in purple, with purple decorations, many handcrafted. For some of 
the more traditional trees, many students learned to string popcorn and cranberries as tree 
garlands for the first time. One tree was completely and dazzlingly pink, specifically in support of 
a staff member battling breast cancer.  

All in all, the tree decorating was quite a production and at completion, the judges were 
called in. This year’s judges were the school office staff, the school nurse, and the CHSFA 
Instructional Coach. After the judging, however, the significance of the trees became more than 
who placed first or second or third place. 

A major part of the plan – after the judging and awards had taken place – was what 
happened to the trees next. James Harris, one of our custodians at CHSFA carefully wrapped 
and packaged the Christmas trees to protect the delicate decorations. After that, Raymond 
Beachum, one of our Title 1 Family Service Specialists, and his wife Karen, a math teacher at 
CHSFA, delivered the trees to various families of CHSFA students whose homes did not have a 
Christmas tree.  

Mr. Beachum, who has worked with a number of our schools for many years, captured it 
best: “We actually got to reap the benefit of the tree decoration competition. We got to see the 
faces of the families, especially those with younger children at home, who received these trees; 
it was like they had hit the jackpot!  Most can’t afford trees, then, when these trees arrive with 
lights, ornaments and all the decorations in place…” – well, it’s not hard to picture the scene. 

The spirit of the holiday season was definitely so alive and well at the Freshman 
Academy, it spilled over into the community and brightly touched other lives. This is a great 
reminder to keep this spirit alive throughout this brand new year we’ve just begun. 
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