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Building Bonds 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Increasingly, our schools are organizing parent evenings to strengthen the bonds 
between school and home. With high expectations for our students’ academic progress, coupled 
with the various mandated assessments, it becomes even more important to support our kids. 
 Cameo Elementary Principal Tony Igo recently described such an evening at his school. 
“Look At Me-A Night of Celebration,” an event organized by teachers as an evening for sharing 
student data with parents in a comfortable, informal setting. The idea was for students to take 
the lead in presenting to their parents what and how they were doing in school. 
 The focus was on 3rd through 5th grades, but all teachers from every grade level pitched 
in. For example, Kindergarten teachers Dianna Boatman, Deanna Cole, and Kaylee Wilder 
helped out with younger children while parents were in the classrooms of their older children. K-
2nd grade teachers also directed traffic, helped out with refreshments and whatever needed 
doing.  
 Cameo 4th grade teacher, Brenda Spinks, described the positive response of the 
evening. Mychelle Simms (5th grade), who helped spearhead the event, continued: “It really was 
a celebration of achievement with our student-led data reviews.” Teachers showed how Cameo 
students were doing in comparison with other schools, reassuring parents of how well their kids 
were showing academic growth.  

Students began with, “I am most proud of…” followed by “My future goals are…” which 
students and parents developed together. There were lots of hugs, smiles and appreciation all 
around. One parent, Veronica Apodaca, who has four children attending Cameo, shared, “I 
really liked the evening; it provided a better understanding of what and how my kids are doing, 
and how we can better help them at home.” 
 Teachers explained the various assessments used and why they are important. They 
discussed the NM Standards Based Assessment (SBA), and how parents can help support their 
kids when testing time comes around. The 5th grade teachers also talked about important 
aspects of transitioning to middle school.  
 Third grade teachers Joy Martin and Kathryn Sacane explained 3rd grade happenings: 
“Kindles seemed to have been a hot item at Christmas,” Martin heard from her students, a great 
sign that outside reading was increasing. Sacane developed amazing, colorful handouts that 
easily explained reading data, so all could more easily understand the complex data that is 
generated daily by students. For the SBA, Sacane created an “FAQ” sheet that answered 
questions such as: What is the NMSBA? How is the test scored? How do I help my child do 
his/her best on the NMSBA?  
 The outcome was very positive and the event was appreciatively received by families. 
What I always find amazing is that efforts like these are truly above and beyond the normal 
workday. There is no extra teacher pay for all the extra work; our teachers truly care.  

Boatman nailed it in her answer to my question about kindergarten teachers helping 
without being directly involved with the evening’s main focus. “Of course we stepped up: our 
families and all of our kids belong to all of us!” 
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