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Finishing Well 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 “It isn’t about how you start, it’s how you finish.” These were the words of former gang 
member, “Crazy” Ted Sutton, who recently spoke to students at Clovis High School’s Lecture 
Hall.  
 A lively and animated speaker, Sutton spoke to each class of students, sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors sequentially, as each group filled the hall one after the other during the 
morning. Watching the student audience as this speaker filled the hall with his dynamic 
personality, I have rarely seen that many students sitting so still and listening quite so intently as 
during this event.  
 Sutton’s life was gangs in Baltimore, Maryland, later working with gangs in Los Angeles, 
and the experiences he described startling and riveting. So much, in fact, that television has 
captured parts in “American Gangster” and “The Wire.” After a series of dramatic and tragic 
events in his own life Crazy Ted Sutton was changed forever. His philosophy now is, “In 
speaking to people, you either speak life into them, or death into them,” and he definitely speaks 
life. 
 After these life-changing events, which included ultimate betrayal by a close friend, 
Crazy Ted Sutton changed directions dramatically and went on to finish his degree, then 
another, and another, and is today Dr. Ted Sutton. He is CEO and founder of Sutton House, Inc. 
and the Ministers of Defense, “which focuses on your and community development” and a 
sought-after motivational speaker (http://www.suttonhousevision.com). 
 Sutton’s animated talk was interspersed gentle humor permeating his powerful lessons. 
Describing, for example, how some gang members were not too bright: “How do you steal a car 
in your own neighborhood and keep it?” And, many of these guys didn’t even do wrong right!” 

Sutton’s talk was so powerful that, after each one, students flocked up to the stage, 
crowding around him. I could see many pouring out their troubles, taking photographs with him, 
and getting his autograph. Each grade level lingered so long that CHS principal, Wayne 
Marshall, had to shoo them out in time for the next group to enter.  
 Students’ enthusiastic reception was overwhelming, and response to Sutton’s positive 
and humorous messages obviously well received. Sutton came to the high school, courtesy of 
Kimberly Greene, Executive Director of the State of NM Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission and 
Joyce Pollard, President of the local Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission. Pollard, by the way, is 
also a retired Clovis Schools teacher.  
 It is not often that you see high school students with such eager faces, eager for the 
good news messages that Sutton brought. The groups of students who waited patiently, not 
only to get his autograph, but also to talk to Sutton, heart to heart, seemed endless.  
 Sutton’s own words best describe what is important in life: “You need to be concerned 
with what’s driving a man, not what he’s driving;” and, it is worth re-stating the first line: “It isn’t 
how you start, it’s how you finish.” 
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