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Fabulous Fourth Graders 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
  
 Although we have pretty much the greatest students in the world throughout our district, 
Kathi Holland, 4th grade teacher at Zia Elementary, has a particularly fabulous group of fourth 
graders. 
 Sitting in on Holland’s class recently, waiting to hear about a contest winner, was a 
delight. This group of well-behaved students seemed so mature, speaking easily and politely 
both to each other and to me. Also, there was a sense of joy and contentment in this classroom; 
a high level of comfort and ease as teacher and students smoothly interacted with each other.  

As Holland and I began to speak, Holland gently reminded students of the noise level, 
which, in fact, did not seem particularly disruptive at all. However, students immediately 
responded, and, afterwards, policed themselves. I heard several whispered reminders to each 
other, something about “good choices”. This was clearly a well-run classroom where students 
take ownership of their learning and behaviors. 
 The occasion for the visit was to learn the details of one of Holland’s students who’d won 
a contest. Holland received a letter from EPCOR Water USA headquarters in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Named one of the “best places to work,” EPCOR announced that one of Holland’s students, 
Ashleigh Prather, had won EPCOR’s 2014 Earth Day Contest.” The letter stated: “EPCOR 
believes that Ashleigh’s picture and slogan will send the correct water conservation message to 
all of our customers..” And, “the student’s picture and slogan will be featured on EPCOR’s 
website, Facebook, Twitter, and in a special customer mailing.”  

EPCOR is actually coming to Zia Elementary, bringing pizza, drinks, and cookies for the 
entire class to celebrate. At that time EPCOR will take additional pictures, present Ashleigh with 
a plaque, and talk a bit about water conservation. Ashleigh’s drawings and writing that Holland 
shared with me were indeed exceptional, and the whole class was thrilled with the win…who 
can object to a classroom pizza party?  
 As I lingered, refining notes, the class proceeded with its activities, one of which was 
rehearsing a play the class was preparing for parents. The play was all about Abraham Lincoln, 
and the whole class participated. Unable to resist watching part of the rehearsal, I was amazed 
at how these students delivered their lines with relish, clearly and loudly, for the most part. The 
play culminates with a song containing several verses that provide an overview of Lincoln’s life, 
and these students sang out with great gusto. The date of the play has already been added to 
my calendar; sounds like a production not to be missed. 
 There was a unique bond in that classroom between teacher and students; one of 
mutual respect and high expectations. “Fourth grade is the best!” exclaimed Holland, clearly 
with conviction. I had to agree, watching these students as they worked so well together and 
demonstrated such high standards of behavior and respect, enjoying themselves in the process.  
 An anonymous quote reminded me of Kathi Holland: “the best teachers teach from the 
heart, not from the book.” 
 Congratulations, Ashleigh! 
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