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Fighting Bullying 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Last week Marshall Auditorium was filled with the cheers, shouts, and applause of 
Marshall Middle School students celebrating their now annual Anti-Bullying Assembly. Although 
teachers and administrators were clearly in evidence, this year’s assembly was run entirely by 
students. 
 Students Abby Williams and Colby Coiner served as Masters of Ceremony, opening up 
the event and introducing Marshall’s Sparklettes, the fabulous student dance team.  

A group of 6th grade students followed with a skit, doing a great job. Dressed in colorful 
t-shirts, they delivered their lines with oversized gestures and great inflection.  
 Next up were 7th grade students, assisted by MaryAnn Collings, Math teacher at 
Marshall. These students performed the plastic cup percussion piece – the “Cup Song” –
accompanied by talented Clovis High School junior, Frederick Fitch, who sang the song, “When 
I’m Gone.”  
 Several 8th grade student performances followed. These included a student skit, in which 
students, labeled with signs of “Lost, Poor, Friend, or Bully,’” and other labels, movingly acted 
out the various scenarios that involved bullying and conflict resolution. Danielle Garcia, 8th 
grader, did an interpretive dance to pin-drop silence throughout the auditorium, with movement 
also illustrating the same principles that were being celebrated throughout the assembly. Eighth 
graders, Mason Webskowski, Trey Cottone, and Alejandro Altimirano read accounts of bullying, 
including the Einstein quote: “The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, 
but because of those who look on and do nothing.” 
 In the months leading up to the anti-bullying assembly, there had been a variety of 
contests, involving students in creatively illustrating anti-bullying concepts. Aubrey Hernandez 
(7th grade) was the winner of the anti-bullying essay contest, sharing excerpts with the audience. 
Different groups of students also created amazing video dramatizations illustrating anti-bullying. 
 Two adult community groups also lent their support to Marshall’s Anti-Bullying Assembly; 
Tommy Knight from the AmVets Riding Club, who participates in various events around the 
country that promote anti-bullying. They came to say that they “officially stand with Marshall and 
its efforts in fighting bullying.” In fact, AmVet Riders (Post#14) returned to Marshall this week to 
present MMS with a plaque thanking the school for making them part of the anti-bullying 
assembly. Another group, the Legion Riders, involved in “Bikers Against Bullying,” also did a 
presentation. In August they will be hosting a Bikers Against Bullying rally in Clovis.  
 Marshall’s assembly closed with a video presentation, “Clovis Gets the Message” that 
showcased various businesses and other enterprises that held Marshall’s anti-bullying banner 
that said “Be the change you wish to see in the world,” a quote attributed to Gandhi. 
 A certain quote has often been attributed in various forms to Edmund Burke: “The only 
thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.”  

Marshall Middle School is certainly busy doing a great deal to fight bullying. 
  
  
 
 
 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleyn-kennedy@clovis-schools.org 


