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Summer’s Here! 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 However impossible it may seem, the current school year is drawing to a close, and 
summer vacation is about to begin. While this is great news for kids and a welcome break for 
teachers, educators are always concerned about loss of learning during the summer. 
 The National Summer Learning Association (which began as the National Center for 
Summer Learning at Johns Hopkins University) has learned through extensive research that “all 
young people experience losses when they do not engage in educational activities during the 
summer.” This is hardly surprising, but this is: “Most students lose about two months of grade 
level equivalency in mathematical computation skills over the summer months. Low-income 
students lose more than two months in reading achievement…” 
(http://www.summerlearning.org). 
 To stem the tide, Clovis Municipal Schools is once again rolling out the 2014 Summer 
Reading Program.  This program has been in place the last few years, but has now been 
expanded to include middle school students as well. 

Reading is a critical skill for all academic success; it is the undergirding of all other 
subjects. In school, educators focus on all the related skills that are part of becoming good 
readers, but as with many things, becoming a good reader takes practice. Kids need to read. In 
the past, students commonly read for pleasure; with today’s enormous range of other 
distractions, however, reading is likely bottom of the list of entertainment possibilities. Sadly, 
kids miss out on the wonderful world of reading; books and stories filled with adventures, 
laughter, drama, and information. 
 This year the Summer Reading Program will include all students in grades Pre-K 
through 8th. Summer reading logs will be sent home with students on the last day of school. As 
students read books, they complete the reading log, complying with the criteria, and turn in to 
the CMS Central Office at 1009 Main Street. The logs can be turned in at Reception or down the 
hall in the Instructional Resource Center (IRC).  
 The logs turned in can be redeemed for a summer treat coupon, provided by generous 
community partners, which include: McDonald’s, Foxy Drive-In, Sonic, Dairy Queen, Taco Box, 
Casel-Land, and Burger King. 
 The program runs from June 2 through August 7, and parents can pick up additional logs 
for their children as each log is completed and turned in. We highly encourage all kids to read 
throughout the summer. Parents: read with your kids; read aloud or have your child read to you. 
It a wonderful experience to share, and offers immeasurable support for weak readers, who, 
research has shown, tend to fall further and further behind as they progress through school. 
 The NM Public Education Department is also conducting a summer reading program this 
year to encourage students reading: the 2014 Summer Reading Challenge. This is independent 
of our school district, but the information can be found at 
http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/ReadingChallenge/index.html. 
 American writer and illustrator Tomie dePaola said, “Reading is important because, if 
you can read, you can learn anything about everything and everything about anything.” 
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