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CMS Education Foundation Support 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 The CMS Education Foundation is already busy planning for this school year. The 
foundation “shares a vision of enhancing education in the Clovis Municipal School District, 
directing its efforts through an Alumni Association, Scholarships, Grants and The Young 
Masters, an annual juried student Art show.” (http://www.clovis-
schools.org/Foundation/Index.html) 
 Since its inception in 2007, the Foundation’s projects have expanded, greatly 
contributing to the quality of education for both students and staff in the Clovis Schools. In fact, 
by the end of this fiscal year the Education Foundation will have awarded over $200,000 in 
grants scholarships, awards, professional development, and student workshops. Its stated 
mission is “to provide resources to enrich teaching, inspire learning, and enhance opportunities 
for all students enrolled in the district.” 
 The end of the last school year saw the success of the second Young Masters Juried Art 
Exhibition for high school students (9th-12th). In collaboration with the Clovis Community College, 
the primary goal is to encourage art students in their work. This year there was a larger turnout, 
with more students participating, as well as attending the evening reception, held at Clovis 
Community College’s Eula Mae Edwards Memorial Museum and Gallery. An added highlight 
this year was a visit from professional artist, Barry McCuan (http://www.barrymccuan.com), 
organized by the Education Foundation, to workshop with students. 
 The Young Masters 2013-14 cash award recipients were: Best of Show: Marin Smith; 1st 
Place: Harrison Rikel; 2nd Place: Samantha Bannister; 3rd Place: Michelle Eimen; and Honorable 
Mentions: Elizabeth Gardea, Jasmin Simental, Jamie Drain, Michelle Eimen, and Ashli Reid. 
 Each year, the foundation also awards two $5000 scholarships to Clovis High School 
seniors through a rather rigorous application process. This past year’s recipients were Deip 
Kumar (attending Dartmouth) and Meera Shah (New Mexico State University). 
 The annual Hall of Honors celebrates former graduates of Clovis High School, “whose 
achievements, strengths of character and citizenship serve as models to inspire and challenge 
today’s students.” Also recognized through the “Top Cat Award” are community members who 
have shown great support for the district. All are celebrated at a festive year-end banquet. Hall 
of Honors nomination deadline is December 5, 2014.  

It’s almost time once again for teachers to turn in their applications for Education 
Foundation grants. The grants offered through the foundation are known as the Educator 
Initiative Program (EIP) and are “designed to encourage, facilitate, recognize, and reward 
innovative and creative instructional approaches to the accomplishment of classroom program 
objectives.” http://www.clovis-schools.org/Foundation/grant-info.html  

These grants have proven to be a successful enhancement to our classrooms, and 
teachers are encouraged to apply. For questions, additional information, or clarification on 
eligible projects, don’t hesitate to contact Education Foundation Executive Director Jan Cox 
(jan.cox@clovis-schools.org).  

It is important to acknowledge accomplishment, character, and high standards not only 
for recipients of such honors, but also as an inspiration for today’s youth. Jane Goodall reminds 
us, “What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind difference you want to 
make.” 
 
 
 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleyn-kennedy@clovis-schools.org 


