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Learning at Friday Night Lights 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

   
 Last Friday night was a night to remember. Not only was the occasion another great 
Clovis High School Wildcat football game, it was also the evening of September 11th. The 
evening was a culmination of the many September 11 activities taking place throughout the 
day across our district, commemorating this pivotal day.  
 On this particular evening the stands were packed early in anticipation of the evening’s 
events. The stands were drenched in purple, with red, white, and blue highlighted all around, 
and many Clovis police officers and firemen, along with other city services, were in attendance. 
A giant American flag billowed over the field, suspended above a goal post by one of the fire 
engine truck hoists. 
 Pre-game events began with the presentation of the colors by our ROTC students, 
followed by community voices lifted together in our national anthem. Next was the honoring of 
veterans and veterans’ service organizations, with their representatives along the sidelines.  
 Then, our CHS Wildcats charged onto the field escorted by Clovis motorcycle police, 
lights flashing. Several football players, holding aloft and waving the American and other flags, 
led the team as they raced to the end of the field. The crowd response was palpable as they 
leapt to their feet, cheering. Throughout the game that night the Clovis Wildcats were a force 
to be reckoned with, surging from touchdown to touchdown. 
 Halftime showcased our widely acclaimed CHS Wildcat Marching Band with this year’s 
breathtaking program. The dazzling CHS Dance Team sparkled and shimmered with their red, 
silver, and blue poms, captivating all with their routine to Lee Greenwood’s “God Bless the 
USA.” Forget dry eyes. 
 The band and dance performances included, somewhere within their presentations, 
students from our three middle schools – Gattis, Marshall, and Yucca – along with students 
from CHS Freshman Academy. Cheerleading squads, spot on with precision and energy, also 
included junior squads from other secondary schools. All told, around 700 hardworking Clovis 
students participated in the evening’s events. 
 What does any of this have to do with education?  
 Everything. One of education’s overarching purposes is to prepare young people to 
become productive, positively contributing citizens for a society. Assuming that to be the case, 
with the mentoring and instruction so obviously in evidence that evening, it’s clear powerful 
learning was going on. 
 Last Friday night in Clovis epitomized the phrase from “Friday Night Lights,“ the movie: 
“Clear eyes, full heart, can’t lose.” 
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