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Lively Happenings at Barry Elementary 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

   
 Lest you think things are settling down into a quieter routine for the coming 
cooler months, nothing could be further from the truth. Barry Elementary is one prime 
example. 
 At the end of September Barry held their Family Literacy Night during the week 
of their Book Fair. This year was one of the largest turnouts they’d experienced, and 
staff was thrilled with attendance.  
 During the evening, parents were able to visit the library’s Reading Corner to 
participate with the 5th grade teachers reading stories to students. At another location 
4th grade teachers provided materials for students to create make-and-take bookmarks. 
The 3rd grade teachers provided a dictionary “hunt” where students gathered 
information about a variety of words. The 2nd grade set up a monster-puppet-make-
and-take station, and the 1st grade had a location for making books students were able 
to take home. Kindergarten teachers provided story reading with props, including a felt 
board for re-telling the story afterwards. 
 Barry’s Parent Advisory Council (PAC) contributed bottles of water and cookies 
for the evening, and Taco Box supplied tacos for everyone. Prizes were given, and 
Barry staff reported it was an amazing evening. 
 A new event coming up soon is Barry’s “Roadrunner Rally Kids Fun Run.” This is 
going to be a fundraising event, courtesy of efforts from Barry teachers and the PAC 
team who are organizing the event. Proceeds will go to purchasing intervention 
materials for Barry students to expand, enhance, and support learning. Also, since 
health is an important focus at Barry, teachers hope this will become an annual event, 
expanding each year.  
 The Roadrunner Rally Kids Fun Run will take place on October 24th for a nominal 
fee with shorter distances than the more commonly occurring 5Ks. Barry hopes to open 
the event to the public as an activity for parents to enjoy with their kids. According to 
one of the organizers, 5th grade teacher Sara Williams, “We’re trying to promote this 
event as widely as we can since there are not any other events in town like this for 
children; most are mainly for adults as a 5K.” The shorter finishing distances will be 
age-appropriate, so little legs can easily compete as well. 
 Barry’s currently finalizing details, but feel free to give them a call at 769-4430 to 
learn more or sign up. 
 As Helen Keller said, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” 
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