
CMS/CNJ Article #11 / 2015-10-22 / ckk 

  Clovis News Journal / EDUCATION Column 2015-10-22 Article#11 
 

Honoring Law Enforcement 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

   
 In the Clovis Municipal Schools we believe that community involvement is an 
important part of our students’ education. Gattis Middle School recently demonstrated 
this by taking the initiative to demonstrate their gratitude to local and regional law 
enforcement.  
 An event called “Props for Cops Rally” was held out at St. Bernard Farms Corn 
Maze and Pumpkin Patch, sponsored by Mix 107.5 and others. Learning of this event 
Gattis Middle School teacher Dawna Beatty was inspired to use the event in her 
classroom to involve and motivate her students through her Tech Lab curriculum. 
Given the controversial news involving the police in past months, it seemed a good 
opportunity to bring to students’ attention the importance of law enforcement and their 
dedication to their communities. The organized rally seemed a perfect community tie-in 
to showcase student work and demonstrate appreciation for the work of police force.
 Early on staff and students school wide had signed giant cards with the Gattis Cub 
in the center, sporting a badge, which had been prominently mounted at the rally.  
 In teaching technology skills at Gattis, one of Beatty’s curriculum focuses is 
Adobe Photoshop. The photo editing software is complicated and difficult to master, but 
students seemed eager and motivated to tackle this project, particularly with an 
overarching goal larger than themselves.  
 Each class period had a different theme, for example: “Brave Heart” and “Never 
stop fighting for what is right.” Others included “Thank you for your service, for risking 
your lives for us.” Given the sophisticated editing capabilities of the software the students’ 
final projects contained some amazing superimposed images, transitions, and special 
effects. The added text and captioning contained original student work and/or quotes or 
poems students researched. The finished photos were mounted on large poster board and 
presented to the Clovis Police Department, Curry County Sheriff’s Office, Portales Police 
Department, and the Roosevelt County Sheriff’s office.  
 Not surprisingly, during the course of the project news spread, and other elective 
classes at Gattis Middle School became involved. Kelly Martin’s Digital Storytelling 
classes developed oversized printed pictures with messages of thanks to the law 
enforcement staff. Ebony Cooper’s Spanish classes did posters with similar messages of 
gratitude; and Jan Schuman’s Family Consumer Science classes wrote letters expressing 
their thanks for the services of law enforcement. 
 Great project, Gattis, and we’ll add our thanks as well to Clovis’ and Portales’ 
“finest” in working to keep our communities safe.  
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