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Turkey Bingo at Parkview 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

   
 A recent event, just prior to Thanksgiving, had Parkview Elementary packed to 
the gills. It was “Turkey Bingo” time again, the fourth year it’s been held at Parkview. 
 Thanks to donations from First United Methodist Church, Southwest Cheese, 
and Mark Carpenter Plumbing, Parkview was able to provide Thanksgiving dinners to 
forty of their families.  
 This family involvement affair has grown in popularity during the last few years, 
so that around 500 people attended this fun-filled event for the chance to win a 
Thanksgiving dinner. Actually, due to the turkey shortage, hefty hams replaced turkeys 
on the menu to be included in the baskets, with lots of other goodies. 
 With almost the entire Parkview family in attendance that night, it was also a 
perfect opportunity to share the latest news on the upcoming new construction for 
Parkview Elementary.  
 In the library, just across from the main entry of the school, the architect’s large 
renderings of the Parkview new construction were displayed for the families to see. 
Also, with the great new technologies available, a virtual tour of the new school looped 
on a large screen, so that observers could actually “walk” throughout the new school 
whose construction is scheduled to begin in 2016. 
 As I sat with Mandy Carpenter, Principal at Parkview, hearing about all the 
activities taking place at the school, two 3rd graders, working nearby, piped up and 
offered information about Parkview’s Science Lab. Chuckling, Carpenter elaborated: 
“We’ve made a Science Lab out of one of our portables. It’s filled with all sorts of 
science tools and resources, so that teachers can schedule the lab once a week and 
take their entire class to do experiments, something often difficult to do in a regular 
classroom.” 
 Both young students were eager to share their experiences in the Science Lab. 
Both liked the magnets and the skeletons. One of the young men, Adrian Segovia, 
exclaimed, “I love science so much because of the Science Lab that I still want to do 
science at my house!” Rylan Boitnott, the other 3rd grader, maintained that learning 
about magnets was his favorite activity. 
 Additional exciting news for Parkview is confirmation just received of a grant 
from the state of New Mexico, which the school was awarded, to hold a summer 
enrichment academy. The plan is to do robotics, Legos, and science modules, along 
with many other activities.  
 Stay tuned for further details and updates. 
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