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Students and Parents, Competing in Math 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 A recent school-wide event took place at our CHS Freshman Academy that drew 
in families in droves.  
 Spearheaded by team teachers, Nicole Hahn, Lori Gamble, Blake Downs, and 
Chris Hanks, the event was “CHSFA Math Bingo Evening.” Hahn and the other 
teachers sat down to share the details. “This is about the fifth year, or so, we’ve done 
the Math Bingo Evening. The primary purpose is outreach to get parents involved,” 
reported Hahn. 
 The evening was entirely student-driven, overseen by teachers and other staff 
members. Hahn continued, “The students ran the whole thing, it was truly student-led. 
They put together the evening’s slide show that contained grade-level math problems; 
they announced the numbers, really ran the whole thing.”  
 The event took place in the gym, with the computer that ran the slide show 
connected to a projector, which was connected, in turn, to a giant screen so that 
participants could easily view the problems they had to solve. The slide show consisted 
of a wide variety of Algebraic equations, with the answers on the Bingo Cards. 
 Over 400 individuals attended and, interestingly, kids gravitated to sitting with 
their families, rather than their friends. The gym was packed, and excitement filled the 
air as parents and kids found themselves either competing or working together 
frantically to solve the problems to “bingo.” There was a great deal of laughter, and all 
were swept up in the thrill of competition.  
 In preparation for the evening, all subject classes worked together. Teams had 
conducted fundraisers to buy pizza; Honor Society supplied prizes in the form of cakes, 
cookies, cupcakes, and other baked goods. CHSFA was grateful for the participation of 
volunteer military personnel from Cannon Air Force Base, who passed out pizza. High 
Plains Federal Credit Union participated as a follow-up for the “Reality Check” event 
that had taken place earlier.  
 At the end of the evening, many staff, parents, and students stayed to help 
clean up. Hahn stated, “A number of parents came up to thank us for the event. It was 
such a fun evening, a unique opportunity for parents to connect with their kids other 
than through sporting events.” 
 However gratifying the evening, it was clear that a lot of work and effort had 
been put into making the evening the success it was. What I can’t figure out is: who 
knew math could be fun? 
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