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Education Foundation Hall of Honors #2 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 Following upon our recent article (March 10th) spotlighting CMS Education 
Foundation’s Hall of Honors recipients, we highlight the next two individuals in today’s 
piece. 
 In the Government and Service category is Lonnie Leslie, CHS graduate of 1966. 
Leslie received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Eastern New Mexico 
University. He began his career as a high school drafting teacher, followed by a move 
into administration, serving as Assistant Superintendent for Business, followed by the 
position of Assistant Superintendent for Operations for the Clovis Schools. 
 Leslie retired after 33 years of service to the Clovis Municipal Schools, but 
continued contributing to the community in many roles. Currently, for example, he is 
Chairman of the Plains Regional Medical Center Board of Directors; past President of 
Clovis Rotary; Rotary District Governor; and Chairman of the Curry County DWI Task 
Force. He is also currently Vice President of the CMS Foundation Board. Leslie was 
named Citizen of the Year by the Curry County Chamber of Commerce and was 
inducted into the Eastern New Mexico University Hall of Honors. Additional past 
honors also include being name Rotarian of the Year and New Mexico School 
Administrator of the Year. 
 This year’s Top Cat Award goes to Jim Hailey, Jr., native of Clovis and a proud 
former member of the “Fighting Wildcats,” from the class of 1973. Hailey attended 
New Mexico State University in Las Cruces where he also ran his parent’s business, Der 
Wienerschnitzel. When he returned to Clovis, he began operating the business in 
Clovis. Hailey’s restaurant became the #1 Der Wienerschnitzel in the United States two 
years in a row. Hailey was recognized nationally and presented the keynote address for 
the franchise at the national convention. 
 Hailey is widely known for his endless support and dedication to the community 
of Clovis and the schools. He has provided hot dogs for the players and coaches after 
every CHS home football game for over 40 years and has always provided food for 
community functions or school events. Hailey has sponsored, employed, and mentored 
CHS students every year, as well as serving as an official for the Clovis Football 
Association for 29 years. 
 Congratulations to both! Come celebrate these and the other recipients at the 
CMS Education Foundation Hall of Honors Banquet to be held at the Clovis Civic 
Center on May 7 at 6 PM. Open to the public, tickets go on sale April 5th. 
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