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It’s a Zoo at the Arts Academy! 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 Not long ago, if you had walked into the Arts Academy at Bella Vista you might 
have heard sounds of wild animals. If you wandered through to the cafeteria the 
sounds of animals would have become louder, along with a voice announcing, “Please 
don’t feed the animals!” accompanied by students’ giggles. 
 The occasion was the second grade’s project “A Day at the Zoo” from their 
Language Arts unit. The animals were all original creations complete with elaborate 
displays made by the second graders. Second grade teacher Cassie Eisenberger 
explained the project: “Our students presented the animal projects that they created 
as a culminating activity for our Language Arts unit. The students have been studying 
living and non-living things as well as researching different animals and habitats. 
Students chose an animal and researched until they became experts. They then 
completed a written report as well as “building” their animals. This project included 
Reading, Writing, Science, Art, and research practice. The students also practiced their 
speaking skills as they presented their animals to peers, other grade level students, 
parents, and others who came to visit the zoo.” 
 The projects were amazing, and the students even more so as they 
enthusiastically launched into their animal’s presentation with little prompting. Zoo 
exhibits were set up on the cafeteria tables, and the cafeteria itself was decorated with 
giant papier-mâché boulders with faux trees and strategically placed greenery. 
 There were penguins, pelicans, eagles, bears, alligators, crocodiles, jellyfish, and 
many more animals made out of the most original materials. A particularly notable 
porcupine was made out of a painted “Nerf” football with hundreds of toothpicks 
serving as quills.  
 The other two AABV second grade teachers, Sharon Cathey and Jon Beaubien, 
were in the midst of the elaborate animal experience, working together with 
Eisenberger to make this such a great event. They alternated in periodically 
announcing on the microphone, reminding all the visitors not to feed the animals or try 
to touch them, as many of the species represented were dangerous.  
 The best part was stopping at each exhibit and asking the student about their 
animal. Through this project the students had indeed become experts and eagerly 
shared all they had learned about their chosen animal. I definitely learned some 
interesting new facts about a number of animals. 
 As Benjamin Franklin noted: “Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may 
remember, involve me and I learn.” 
   
 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleynkennedy@clovis-schools.org 


