
CMS/CNJ Article #23 / 2015-02-19 / Kleyn-Kennedy 

  Clovis News Journal / EDUCATION Column 2015-02-19 Article#23 
 

The Long Gray Line 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 

 General Douglas MacArthur once uttered these words, “Duty, honor, country: Those 
three hallowed words reverently dictate what you ought to be, what you can be, what you will be. 
They are your rallying point to build courage when courage seems to fail, to regain faith when 
there seems to be little cause for faith, to create hope when hope becomes forlorn.” These 
words were spoken to cadets at West Point back in 1962.  

“Duty, Honor, Country” are, in fact, the United States Military Academy at West Point’s 
motto, embedded in the academy’s coat of arms. Even the Cadet Honor Code follows in this 
vein: “A cadet will not lie, cheat, steal, or tolerate those who do.”  
 Why do we mention West Point? Because one of our own has been accepted to West 
Point; he’ll be heading there in the fall, and we are all bursting with pride. 
 It is no easy feat to get accepted into West Point. According to its own words, “Being 
accepted for admission to the United States Military Academy (USMA) at West Point is an 
exceptional honor reserved for our nation’s most promising students. But it takes more than 
excellent grades to be accepted for admission. West Point wants leaders who are not only 
intelligent, but who are physically fit and of outstanding character.” There’s too little room to 
even begin to list all the criteria with which a prospective applicant must comply, but included 
among the many are a personal recommendation from a congressman. 
 Clovis High School senior, Derik Kuykendall, a most impressive young man, 
accomplished all of this. Derik was drawn to the military, but his parents wanted him to at least 
get a college education, so Derik began his own research around his sophomore year. “I was 
attracted to the military because I wanted to be a part of something bigger than myself.” 
Choosing the Army, Derik believed it’s more all-around than other branches, providing a greater 
potential of diversity, more so than the other services. He decided to aim for West Point, the 
best of the best. 
 Visiting with Derik and his CHS senior counselor, Melissa Winn, who’d assisted him with 
some of the paperwork was a most refreshing experience. Polite, articulate, obviously intelligent, 
it’s gratifying to come across a young man of this caliber. Of those who’ve served as great 
influences, Derik mentioned many teachers who’d had an impact in his life; in particular, CHS 
Chemistry teacher, Carl Armstrong, and Drew Hatley who taught him to think outside of the box; 
Brian Pickard from the CHS Freshman Academy; even his elementary principal, Jarilyn Butler, 
Derik recalled as having being influential. “My most important influences are definitely my 
parents,” Derik unhesitatingly declared. 

West Point’s website states, “Upon graduation and throughout your life, your West Point 
degree will speak volumes about your abilities, character, and leadership. You will be part of a 
highly distinguished and internationally respected membership – a member of the Long Gray 
Line.” 

Godspeed, Derik; we are so proud of you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleyn-kennedy@clovis-schools.org 


