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Careers & Movie Stars 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Yucca Middle School recently held a lively and interesting half-day event on their 
campus for 8th graders. The occasion was “Career Day,” and individuals from a wide spectrum 
of work fields were invited to present information about their careers and interact with students, 
discussing specifics and answering questions. 
 “Career Day” was primarily facilitated by Yucca Instructional Coach, Kristi Sparks, with 
considerable support from Principal Loran Hill, Assistant Principal, Kaylene Davis, along with 
other Yucca staff. The event aligns with state requirements, one of which is students’ “Next Step 
Plan” which - through the collaborative efforts of students, parents, and teachers - helps identify 
student interests and abilities so they can take courses best suited throughout their secondary 
education 
(http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/NexStepDocs/NSP%20Template%20manual%20v2%201final%205.
7.12.pdf). 

“Career Day” was specifically designed to introduce students to a wide variety of work 
and career paths to help them discover their own interests. Yucca staff went truly above and 
beyond in providing this opportunity.  
 To accommodate guest presenters, not only were 8th grade classrooms secured as 
presentation locations, other larger areas were reserved to accommodate panels of visitors, for 
example, the Yucca library, the cafeteria, and the gym. Guest presenters came from a wide 
variety of occupations, including: electrician, former educator, professional photographer, nurse, 
cosmetologist, archaeologist, engineer, mechanic, police, psychologist, small business owner, 
counselor, radiology technician, veterinarian, dentist, railroad personnel, coach, chemist, lawyer, 
doctor, mortician, minister, construction worker, and a famous television and film star. 
 There were two substantial groups from Cannon Air Force Base; one was technology 
personnel; the other was an Air Force panel representing a variety of jobs and functions in the 
military. The panel included two female pilots, an aerial gunner, navigator, loadmaster, 
firefighter, air traffic controllers, and an individual from services, which covers everything from 
meal preparation, to sports trainer, to mortuary services, and more. This second panel 
assembled in the library, and after introducing themselves and describing their jobs, broke out 
into small groups, mingling with the students. After initial shyness, the students became readily 
engaged, eagerly asking questions, listening enrapt, and jotting down notes. 
 The culminating activity was held in the gym with all two hundred plus 8th graders in 
attendance. A giant screen, suspended from the middle of the stage, was illuminated by a 
projector. As all present settled in, Sparks connected via video conferencing on her laptop to 
well-known actress, Janine Turner. Turner is perhaps best remembered from the popular 
television series, “Northern Exposure.” Other roles included “Cliffhanger” with Sylvester Stallone, 
“Steel Magnolias,” and many other productions.  
 Turner spoke enthusiastically with Yucca students about opportunities in the arts, and 
took a number of questions from students, the computer camera enabling students to see her 
and vice versa. Turner also shared information about her foundation, “Constituting America,” 
which hosts contests for writing, music, speeches, photography, art, and films for students of all 
ages.  
 A truly a remarkable day and a huge thanks to all who participated. 
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