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Competing with the Best 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Our Clovis High School Wildcadette Dance Team recently competed at the Champion 
Dance Nationals held at the University of Central Florida in Orlando. Twenty-two dancers made 
the trip; for about half the students, it was the second time attending this competition; for the rest 
it was a first time. Dance teams from all over the country traveled to participate in this event, 
providing our dancers with an excellent opportunity to see what it feels like to compete on a 
national stage with the best from across the country. 
 The team recently shared their experiences, sprawled together on a gym floor, pausing 
after one of their strenuous workouts.  

Their adventures began even before they arrived at their destination. Traveling amidst 
recent snowstorms, flights from Lubbock were considerably delayed or cancelled, affecting 
connections, generally throwing the schedule off. Finally arriving in Florida – along with 
coaches and parents – our Wildcadettes quickly regained their balance, however, and pressed on.  

The Nationals had four categories for dance teams: hip-hop, pom, military, and novelty, 
each with its own specific performance criteria. In addition, two dancers – Joelle Strickland and 
Isaiah Rios - performed solos. Kym Cordova, Head Coach as well as English teacher at CHS 
Freshman Academy, and Assistant Coach Sharon Gorman elaborated on the details. The dancers’ 
routine began all right, but was just not up to their usual rigorous standards, described Cordova, 
the team surrounding her nodding and agreeing. Perhaps not surprising given the pressures and 
stress of the venue; as one student mentioned, it was not the warm, friendly audience of home, 
but competitors from all over the country with critical eyes. After initial performances, dancers 
came together as a team, refocused, and when they went back out, “We killed it!” several 
students shouted their contributions, with everyone laughing. Cordova confirmed that they’d 
indeed “killed” it, describing how afterwards, many individuals from other cities came up to 
them asking, “Who are you guys?” admiringly. “Where did you say you were from?”  

This earned the Wildcadettes a 1st place for the four categories in their division. In 
addition, both soloists received a top ten rating, with Strickland taking a 5th place. Naturally, all 
were elated with their success. 

On the way home, the team encountered yet more adventures. Delayed flights resulted in 
the team and sponsors having to spend the night in the Dallas-Ft. Worth airport, with no luggage. 
“Wildcadette sleepover!” shouted the dancers as their addition to the story. 

Cordova offered, “Wildcadettes is not just about dance, it is about life lessons. These 
dancers have the best attitudes; when there’s a challenge they change it into something positive.” 
Gorman added, “These students become your kids.” Cordova also expressed deep gratitude to 
the community for the wonderful support they offer. These dancers reward that support with 
commitment, beginning practice each day at 6:30 a.m. with evening practices and often 
weekends, too. 

Come out to see this champion team and others in a “Night of Spectacular Dance” March 
16th at CHS-The Rock at 6:00 pm. 
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