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Honoring Others 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 The time is quickly approaching for the Clovis Municipal Schools Education Foundation “Hall of 
Honors” banquet, a festive celebration showcasing the accomplishments of Clovis High School 
graduates.  

This year’s recipients include: Dr. William Price Hale and Sue Barnett Hale (Class of ’51) in the 
category of Government/Service for a distinguished career in the medical field and community service, 
respectively; Bret McCasland (’80), in the field of Government/Service, for work ranging from television 
and radio ministry to mission work in India; Ernest Marsh (1920), posthumously awarded in the category 
of Business/Industry for a distinguished career, culminating in the positions of President and Chairman of 
the Board for the Santa Fee Railroad. In the category of Sports/Entertainment is Chuck Glikas (’73) 
notable for his wildlife artwork, award-winning PBS (and Learning Channel affiliates) television program 
and recipient of numerous art awards. 

The Top Cat Award is presented to an individual who is not a graduate of the Clovis Schools, 
but one who has greatly contributed to the schools and community. This year’s Top Cat winner is G. C. 
Ross, a distinguished educator in many capacities, including teacher, principal, administrator, and interim 
superintendent. 

As stated on the CMS Education Foundation website, the purpose of the Hall of Honors Awards 
is to “recognize and honor former graduates of Clovis High School whose achievements, strengths of 
character, and citizenship serve as models to inspire and challenge today’s students. The Alumni 
Association Hall of Honors Committee shall establish the highest standards in conferring these awards” 
(http://www.clovis-schools.org/Foundation/hall-of-honor-recipients.html). 

As a small town of the Southwest, there is often the tendency to feel isolated and removed. How 
gratifying to know that many of our schools’ students who have gone on to do so well, with a number 
who have done exceedingly well, making their own mark in the world, making a difference. This is worth 
recognizing and celebrating; this is the influence of a good teacher inspiring students to delve within 
themselves and work harder to achieve more; this is the result of a teacher or coach who saw the 
potential in a student and pushed a little harder. This is the result of parents who were involved with 
their children, who read with their children, nurturing and supporting them, maintaining high 
expectations for their schoolwork and their character. 

The Hall of Honors Banquet will be held Saturday, May 9th at the Clovis Civic Center. This gala 
event is open to the public, and any and all are encouraged to attend. Come join friends and community 
members for a great time of food, friendship, and fellowship as we celebrate the accomplishments of our 
classmates. 

For information about ticket sales, contact the CMS Superintendent’s office at 575-769-4300; the 
Early Bird discount is in effect through Friday, April 24. 

In the words of Woodrow Wilson: “You are not here merely to make a living, you are here in 
order to enable the world to live more amply, with greater vision, with a finer spirit of hope and 
achievement.” 
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