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Artists in the House 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 

 There have been some artistic goings-on throughout the Clovis Schools recently. We’ve just 
had the Young Masters Student Juried Art Exhibit, a special project sponsored by the Clovis Municipal 
Schools Education Foundation. According to Executive Director, Jan Cox, “we had wonderful student 
participation for the Young Masters this year. There were over 60 entries, with a few of the students 
entering more than their allotted two pieces,” a clear demonstration of the level of enthusiasm of 
students this year. The schools represented were Clovis High School, Choices, and the CHS Freshman 
Academy. 
 The entries covered a variety of media, from pencil to acrylic to mixed media to watercolor to 
ceramic along with photography entries. The Young Masters Student Art Exhibit was created to 
showcase the “talents of aspiring artists in grades 9-12” and is “presented by the Clovis Municipal 
Schools Foundation in collaboration with Clovis Community College and Clovis Municipal Schools” 
(http://www.clovis-schools.org/Foundation/young-masters.html). This provides a wonderful 
opportunity for students in our rural community who may otherwise be unable to participate in a juried 
art show. 
 The judges chose 25 pieces for the upcoming exhibition at Clovis Community College, which 
will be held from May 4 through June 19, 2015. There is an opening reception at CCC’s Eula Mae 
Edwards Gallery on Tuesday, May 12th at 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. This event is free and open to the public, 
and the guest judge is Mary Claire Herman who is very excited about this year’s program. Awards will 
be presented at 6:00 p.m. 
 I had an opportunity to view the artwork at Clovis High School the morning the show was being 
set up, and the quality of the work was amazing. I’ve seen the work of past years, and the caliber 
submitted this year was phenomenal, truly impressive.  

Dedicated instructional leadership is necessary to create a learning environment that 
encourages and nurtures the kind of talent demonstrated by the students who entered this year’s art 
show. That strong leadership and enthusiastic support of students are clearly evident in CHS Art 
Instructors, Charlayne Pruitt and Saprina Griffin. Both have expressed great interest in building and 
expanding the art program of the Clovis Schools and have taken extra measures to do so. For 
example, reaching out to our elementary schools for “art pals” for secondary students to mentor 
younger students; organizing a printmaking workshop with Clovis Community College with a Santa Fe 
artist, to name just a couple. 
 At one point in conversations with these energetic CHS art instructors, mention was made of 
the widely celebrated tradition of our wonderful music program and wanting to grow the art program 
into something similar. Watch out, music department! 
 A special thanks to our collaborating partners Carolyn Lindsey, Shirley de Maio for coordinating 
the preliminary judging. Also, thanks goes to the Young Masters Committee members, Dr. Nick and 
Ann Rowley, Dr. Ken and Marsha Merritt, as well as other Young Masters donors. 
 Come by the Eula Mae Edwards Gallery to view the student artwork and see the results of our 
talented students combined with dedicated educators and community members.  
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