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Goodbye to an Old Friend 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 

 We are in the process of undergoing a somewhat bittersweet change. A brand-new school is 
almost finished, decked out with state-of-the-art features, ready to receive students in the fall. 
However, in the midst of the excitement, it’s also time to say goodbye to a building that feels like an 
old friend: James Bickley Elementary.  
 This massive undertaking has not been taken lightly. In fact, during the last few years, studies 
have been done by experts, looking at all the possibilities; endless meetings and discussions have 
examined, in-depth, all possible solutions: remodeling, renovation, and others. It was determined that 
any alternative would incur costs roughly equal to a new construction, so the only feasible decision to 
be made was to replace the structure. 
 Discussing James Bickley recently with Deputy Superintendent of Operations, Carrie Bunce, it 
was logical to see how the planning and decision-making had all transpired. After all, the building was 
built in 1946, as its plumbing, along with other aging features, can attest. 
 First named North Side Elementary, the name was soon changed (in 1947) to honor the 
gentleman who held the post of superintendent for 25 years (1920-45), Mr. James M. Bickley. Built at a 
cost of $177,429, the initial school had 10 classrooms, with the additional classrooms, multipurpose 
room, and other features added over the next few years. 
 James Bickley has enjoyed a long line of outstanding principals, teachers, staff, and a multitude 
of lively students. Dave St. Clair served as principal from 1947- 1950, later returning to serve from 
1956-1979. St. Clair was followed by Elaine Ory, B. J. Pierce, David Briseño, Cindi Tabb, Steve 
Baldock, Todd Morris, Carlos Carrillo, and finally, Laura Adkins, who is currently serving as principal at 
James Bickley. 
 CMS Operations head, Bunce, has assembled a wealth of historic information about James 
Bickley along the way and recently shared, “Because of the emotional ties the community has to the 
building, we want to open it to the public one last time to come visit and take pictures. Easels will be 
set up in Bickley’s library with old photographs, some, which are pictures of classrooms with 36 kids! 
We want to honor this school and what it has meant to the community.” 

 James Bickley’s “Open House” will be this Friday, May 15th at 3:30-4:40 p.m., just after the 
traditional Winding-of-the-Maypole, the last to be held at this historic site. Drop by to take advantage 
of this unique opportunity to say goodbye to James Bickley and wander through its halls one last time. 
Who knows…you might run into some old classmates. 

We bond with places and often find it hard to let go. However, we develop these special ties 
because, just as people transform a house into a home, it’s the people who created the memories and 
made this school so dear to us. But never fear, those same people will be just a hop, skip, and a jump 
away next year in a shiny new school. 

Farewell, old friend. 
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