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Rock Around the Clock 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 

 Lots of lively events have been taking place these last couple of weeks of the school year 
throughout the Clovis Schools. From gripping plays to amazing music productions to awards 
ceremonies, schools are still hopping. 
 One recent event was Mesa Elementary School’s dynamic “Rock Around the Clock” 
presentation by all three of Mesa’s 5th grade classes. This program is, in fact, a continuation of what 
has come to be an annual school tradition originating from a cross-curricular Language Arts/Social 
Studies unit. Last year’s program, “Radio Days,” was built around the 1940s. This year’s performance 
took on the 1950s, celebrating the decade with historical facts, television (depicting popular programs 
and commercials) and music, along with other cultural phenomena. As 5th grade announcers Issaiah 
Madrid and Maddox Cockrell shared: “a tribute to the fads and fun of the ‘50s.” 

As “Big Daddy-Dougie” and “Rockin’ Razz-berry Rita” (aka, respectively, Hamilton Gillis and 
Ayia Alsaleh) launched into their emcee-ing routine, their 50’s jargon-laced dialogue included all kinds 
of interesting tidbits. For example, the population of the U.S. in the ‘50s was less than half the current 
population, and the average annual household income was $3,300. You could buy a nice house for 
$7354, and an average car cost $1510. You only needed a 3-cent stamp for postage; a loaf of bread 
was about 14 cents and gasoline, 25 cents a gallon. 

“Golden Gloves Georgie” (aka Madison White) covered sports from the ‘50s, and fashion/pop 
culture highlights were covered by “Bobby Sox Betty” (Lindsey Gump) and “Poodle Skirt Peggy” (Lucy 
Shreves), who swooned over actors Tony Curtis and James Dean. “Walter Crumbkite” (Diego Sanchez) 
broadcast noteworthy news of the decade, concluding with “…and that’s the way it is.”  

Interspersed amidst the segments were commercials of the day, brought to us from Koolaid, 
Avon-Calling, and a vacuum cleaner salesman. We got to see a brief episode of “I Love Lucy” with 
Emily Byrd as “Lucy” - complete with curly, ribbon-tied red hair and rosy cheeks; Ruben Estrada 
played “Ricky Ricardo”; Christopher Howe and Cara McWilliams played “Fred” and “Ethel.” The 
commercials alternated with dynamite dance routines by the “Rockin’ Robins” in pink poodle skirts; 
the “Greased Lightining” crew in white T’s, jeans, and leather jackets. 

A uniquely hilarious act was the boys’ synchronized swim team. As two young men held up a 
long blue tarp representing the water, the seven swimmers’ carefully choreographed routine brought 
the house down. I almost dropped my iPad, so doubled-over in laughter at this brilliant crew.  

This delightful program was written by Mesa 5th grade teachers Cheryl Cunningham and Ashlee 
Spears, aided by Mary-Cris Putz who organized the sets, 4-sided canopies with the scene backgrounds, 
drawn or painted by students, which were rotated throughout during the appropriate scene. The kids 
ran the program, including sound, sets, props, sound effects, and were spot-on with all their cues. 
Great balls of fire, it was a rockin’ time. 

Kurt Lewin noted: “Learning is more effective when it is an active rather than a passive process.” 
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