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Another Year Under Our Belt 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Once again we wrap up another school year; no more pitter-patter of little feet; no more 
laughter from playgrounds, no more teens gathering to socialize during lunch hour. Another 
graduation has come and gone, with fresh graduates excited about the future, parents with mixed 
emotions, wondering where the years have gone. 
 There’s always that moment when we pause to look back at the year that’s so swiftly passed; 
learning that's taken place; relationships built or strengthened; emotional highs and lows at events 
and activities that have taken place throughout the district. 

Now we turn our attention to the future; new meetings are taking place, making plans for next 
year. Our Operations Department gears up for a busy summer. With staff and students gone, the 
schedules and tasks of Maintenance and Custodial staff go into high gear. At school sites, targeted 
cleaning begins, with over 300,000 square feet of carpets to be cleaned; furniture and fixtures 
scrubbed; classrooms cleaned; floors stripped and re-waxed, and countless other tasks.  

A recent conversation with Deputy Superintendent of Operations, Carrie Bunce, revealed a 
number of other special items on the list as the work rotation begins. These include painting, floor 
resurfacing; new or replaced roofs at Cameo Elementary, Marshall and Yucca middle schools; secure 
entrances and/or new door locks installed at Los Niños, as well as Barry and Cameo elementary 
schools; work on elementary school playgrounds. Kitchen upgrades will take place at Zia, Cameo, 
Parkview, Sandia, and Barry elementary schools, as well as at Yucca Middle School. We will complete 
the replacement of LED lighting where still needed, and continue with the rest of the list: stucco, more 
painting, windows, doors, countertops, and more.  

Also, we can’t forget mowing and grounds maintenance, a massive undertaking on its own. We 
are definitely reaping the benefits, however, of the shift over recent years to “xeriscaping” at many of 
our sites, incorporating native plants, which use less water and need less maintenance. 

On the academic side, the Clovis Municipal Schools has once again launched its Summer 
Reading Program for students, a great way to motivate students to continue reading, helping those 
brains remain active. 

The Summer Reading Program (Pre-Kinder through 8th grade) is possible with the help of local 
businesses who partner with us, generously providing treat coupons for students who turn in their 
completed, signed-by-parents reading logs. These friends are Taco Box, Foxy, McDonalds, Dairy 
Cream, Sonic, and Casel-land, and we are indeed grateful for their continued support. More 
information can be found on our school website (http://www.clovis-
schools.org/instructional_resources/summer-reading.html). Also, reading logs can be picked up at 
Central Office, 1009 Main Street. 

Reflecting on this past year, Superintendent of Clovis Schools Jody Balch remarked, “I am 
blessed to be able to work with some of the best people in the business of public education. Their 
hard work and acceptance of change allows them to continue to provide a quality education for the 
children of Clovis.” 

Have a restful and refreshing summer, teachers and students; we’ll see you in the fall! 
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