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Magical First Day of School 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 No doubt about it, the first day of school is absolutely magical, but particularly if 
you work in education. From the youngest students to the oldest, there’s an all 
encompassing freshness and eagerness on the first day of school. 
 This past Monday throughout the Clovis Municipal School district was no 
exception. In neighborhoods around our elementary schools, parents could be seen 
walking hand in hand, escorting their children to school, siblings in a row, with tightly 
linked little hands, scrambling to keep up. 
 In front of Highland Elementary a set of grandparents greeted their daughter 
and two granddaughters – a kindergartner and 1st grader - with big smiles and hugs all 
around. Inside, Highland librarian, Ms. Hernandez, welcomed a group of 1st graders. 
One young man in the class volunteered, “I’m a little nervous; we just moved here.” 
Another child took him by the hand, and the class settled on the brightly colored 
“Reading Corner” rug. “Can I read?” another young man asked eagerly, and 
proceeded to entertain classmates with a book about sharks. 
 At Lockwood Elementary, parents could be seen admiring the Olympic-themed 
hallway bulletin boards. Principal Westbrook affirmed, “We’re ready for another great 
year!” At the Arts Academy at Bella Vista, the day began with the entire school 
gathering and singing together before they headed to class. Principal Norris echoed 
the “great year” remarks and added that the school’s focus would be on reading 
comprehension and math measurements this year. 
 At our middle schools students arrived early and mingled outside before school 
began; some glancing around, unsure, looking for friends; others launching into a mini-
football game, happy someone had produced a ball.  
 At Clovis High School, cars arrived early on the student parking lot, with 
students slowly emerging, some looking around nervously for friends or peering at 
their class schedules together. 
 Clearly common to all students of all ages was a freshness and sense of utter 
innocence upon arriving at school on the first day. Perhaps the magic of the first day of 
school is the fact that it’s a clean slate; a “do-over” for everybody. It’s a brand new 
start, with the past in the past. 
 English author J. B. Priestly noted, “I have always been delighted at the 
prospect of a new day, a fresh try, one more start, with perhaps a bit of magic waiting 
somewhere behind the morning.” 
 Together we intend to make it the best year ever! 
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