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Graduating All Students 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 In this day and age when education is more important than ever, it is our firm 
belief that every student is capable of graduating from high school. This is the 
foundation for our students’ futures.  
 A recent conversation with Clovis High School principal, Jay Brady, shed some 
light on the current requirements and expectations. A top priority at CHS is to clearly 
communicate the specifics for successfully graduating from CHS. If students and 
parents know from the outset what is expected there’ll be no alarming surprises at the 
last minute. 
 Each student must have a total of 24 credit hours to graduate, accumulated 
during 9th through 12th grades. In addition to credits, students must pass the state test 
for Math and Reading/Writing, measured by the PARCC assessment (Partnership For 
Assessment of Readiness For College and Careers, http://www.parcconline.org/). The 
SBA (Standards Based Assessment) is the measurement used for Science 
http://ped.state.nm.us/AssessmentAccountability/AssessmentEvaluation/SBA/index.ht
ml). 
 It’s important to note that if students do not pass the state tests their junior and 
senior years, they can retake the PARCC for Reading/Writing and Math and the SBA for 
Science, to meet the requirements. However, if students still don’t pass, the district 
offers an Alternate Demonstration of Competency (ADC), specifically, the End of 
Course (EoC) exam, which can serve as the test for each of the content areas 
(Reading/Writing, Math, Science, and Social Studies). 
 For any and all struggling students there is a wide range of support in place. The 
Student Success Center (CHS Library) is staffed with certified teachers in every content 
area to help students from 3:30 until 5:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday. A credit 
recovery program is offered during the day and through night school. In addition, there 
is our alternative program, “Choices,” that accepts struggling students, screened 
through specific criteria. 
 While there are high expectations for students, extensive support is offered to 
get students where they need to be. Brady reiterated the importance of students’ 
academics: “This is a big deal. Our counselors are beginning to meet with kids and 
parents now, looking at their student records to ensure kids are on track to graduate 
and, if necessary, to make plans to get back on track. We want parents to understand 
exactly what is required to graduate. Our doors are always open.”  
 Establishing concrete goals and following through, are reminiscent of Zig 
Ziglar’s wry comment: “If you aim at nothing, you’ll hit it every time.” 
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