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CHS LIBRARY RESOURCES EXPANDING 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 The expansion of resources at Clovis High School library has continued to grow. 
Not only are there extensive research volumes throughout, there is also a wide 
collection of fiction and non-fiction titles, refreshed and renewed on a yearly basis.  
 In recent years, greater emphasis has been placed on digital collections to offer 
maximum flexibility for any and all library patrons. With the powerful library software 
that has taken the place of the old card catalogue, the offerings in the library have 
increased exponentially.  
 CHS librarian, Jenny Blaylock, refers to the “Library in Your Pocket” to represent 
the flexibility of formats that today’s libraries offer. In fact, libraries today, not 
uncommonly, are called Library/Media Centers, and librarians are often considered 
librarian-teachers. In the Clovis Municipal Schools, our secondary librarians are all 
certified teachers and in addition to offering support to library visitors, they teach as 
well. Whether “Digital Storytelling” or classes in research techniques, they take their 
role as educator seriously. For example, in addition to working with students, librarians 
offer trainings to teachers to ensure that all are fully aware of the extensive resources 
offered through the library. 
 According to Blaylock, “Almost all of the digital resources allow for 
personalization through text highlighting, note-taking capabilities, as well as 
downloading to a device of choice.” The number of e-books in the CHS Library is now 
over 3000 titles and are available for students and parents alike to check out. Many, 
depending upon publisher’s requirements, are also available for unlimited, 
simultaneous access. While this might not be everyone’s cup of tea, there is assuredly 
great appeal for today’s students, having this type of accessibility.  
 The sources of library content also varied. In addition to conventional publishers, 
the state of New Mexico offers certain resources to school districts at no cost. 
Gale/Cengage databases and a wide range of electronic content are one of these. El 
Portal (http://www.elportalnm.org/) offers books, magazines, newspapers, and more for 
all grade levels. Brainfuse offers online tutoring and homework help. ABDO 
(http://abdopublishing.com//) available through the our CMS libraries allows for a quick 
QR scan (Quick Response) to download a book. The world is literally at the fingertips of 
our students, and the importance of guiding them wisely through this maze cannot be 
underestimated. 
 Carl Rowan noted, “The library is the temple of learning and learning has 
liberated more people than all the wars in history.” 
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