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“Reality Check” 
(CNJ: “Giving students a dose of reality”) 

by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 
 

 Last week at Clovis High School Freshman Academy students were jolted into 
reality through a special program, co-sponsored by United Way and the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Dallas (El Paso). Called “Reality Check,” the program is designed to 
provide a “hands-on learning opportunity allowing 9th graders to experience adult 
financial realities of the real world.” 
 Spearheading the event was Erinn Burch, Executive Director of United Way of 
Eastern NM. Participating volunteers included local community members and current, 
as well as retired, Clovis Schools’ personnel.  
 Booths representing typical community concerns were set up with adult 
volunteers posing as the owner(s); car salesmen, realtors, bank, utilities company, 
furniture store, pawn broker, doctor’s office, each with the materials they needed, 
whether brochures or forms to complete. In addition to standard businesses there were 
also booths for those services the student profiles with low-paying professions had to 
turn to for assistance, such as social services, homeless shelter, and others. 
 Students were given profile sheets that included all the info they needed to 
make the necessary decisions they faced. Profiles were comprehensive, covering their 
profession, with associated income, married state, their children with names and ages, 
and more. Their plan of action directed them to the various businesses to buy a house, 
a car, shop for baby clothes, staying within the budget as outlined in their profile 
sheets. 
 Volunteers were asked not to help students, but rather to challenge them as 
they were making their decisions, so they experienced real consequences. For example, 
some of the volunteers “cheated” students as they counted back their change for a 
payment. The car dealers and real estate volunteers aggressively pushed the most 
expensive items on students. Some volunteers plopped down a “Closed” sign just as a 
student arrived at their “office” and had to wait. 
 At first it was great fun, lots of laughter, and excitement, especially for those 
students whose profile assigned them a high-paying profession. These typically headed 
first to buy an expensive car, then a big house. As the day progressed, however, 
situations became more and more grim as students got caught up in the reality and felt 
the pain of trying to make ends meet, regardless of their income. 
 The end of the day included a debriefing of student and volunteer teams, 
discussing all that had transpired. General consensus of students: “I don’t know how 
my parents do it!”  
 Great for students to get a strong dose of reality! 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleynkennedy@clovis-schools.org 
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