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Teaching About Service 
(CNJ title “Character and service part of curriculum) 

by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 
 

 Embedded across many of the content areas taught across our district are 
elements that represent character and service. A perfect example of this is Amy Garcia, 
Family Consumer Sciences teacher at Yucca Middle School. 
 In addition to regular classroom curriculum, Garcia has long been involved with 
FCCLA (Family, Career and Community Leaders of America), a “nonprofit national 
career and technical student organization for young men and women” 
(http://fcclainc.org/).  
 Garcia has been at Yucca for almost 18 years and shared that when she began 
there was a chapter of FCCLA, but the main event was holding parties. Over the years 
she’s grown the program until their activities are widespread, powerfully impacting the 
students involved as well as the community. 
 For example, Yucca’s FCCLA students host a costume dance to collect cans for 
the Food Bank; they work with the Kiwanis Pancake breakfast and Chili dinners, helping 
to cook and serve; they do the Lions’ Club ticket-taking at the County Fair. FCCLA 
students recently won 3rd Place at the community “Trek for Trash” event. They work 
with the Lighthouse Mission doing “penny wars” to raise money, which students, using 
their best consumer skills to get good deals, purchase Christmas gifts for children in 
need. Their favorite follow-up activity is volunteering to work the Lighthouse Mission 
Christmas party, helping to distribute gifts. These same students also make a float and 
participate in the community Christmas parade. FCCLA students have a pop-tab 
collection competition to raise money for the Ronald McDonald House. Students work 
with the Salvation Army, helping to man the bell-ringer stands. 
 “We are always looking for opportunities to get involved with the community to 
help out,” Garcia explained. “The kids love getting involved, and many of the my 
students who have moved on to higher grades still contact me to see if they can come 
back and help out!” 
 They’re busy now organizing their Fall Carnival, to which Yucca’s feeder school 
students have been invited, to provide an opportunity to visit the Yucca campus, where 
they’ll eventually attend. “Our kids are putting it on as a community service project. 
“We don't spend our money on trips and parties; it’s important for us to give back to 
the community,” Garcia continued. “Oh, and in the spring, Yucca’s FCCLA students 
will participate in the Great American Clean-Up. If nothing else my kids learn about 
work ethic!” 
 As Ronald Reagan noted, “We can’t help everyone, but everyone can help 
someone.” 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleynkennedy@clovis-schools.org 
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