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Ongoing Adventures at School 
(CNJ title = Pirate fleet sails at Bella Vista) 

by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 
 

 Visiting schools at this time of year can be an adventure; this Halloween was no 
exception.  
 Upon arriving at the Arts Academy at Bella Vista (AABV), I thought: “Shiver me 
timbers!” If there weren’t hoards of pirates as far as the eye could see! Not only were 
teachers fully decked out, but also students, clad in full pirate regalia, with headgear 
and eye patches, scabbards with daggers, cutlasses, and sabers, plastic though they be. 
While riveting, nothing could have prepared me for the sight upon entering the 
school’s Performing Arts Center.  
 “Avast ye!” I thought and gazed with awe at the full-blown fleet of pirate ships 
filling the space; 150 or so, I later learned. Each buccaneer ship in this creative flotilla 
was unique, made of an amazing concoction of materials – from cardboard, plastic, and 
metal ships’ hulls to masts of cardboard tubing, duct tape, and paper or fabric “Jolly 
Rogers.” Some ships were mobile, using a wagon as frame; one with a child’s 
wheelchair at its core. Each ship contained one or more student pirates, enrapt as they 
watched the classic “Peter Pan.” 
 Although a lively school, this was not normal daily behavior. Based upon a 
buccaneer theme in the reading curriculum, this was the culmination of hard work by 
students. Based upon specific criteria covering academic performance and behavior 
objectives, students had earned their “Pirate Day.” 
 The project was all-inclusive, and it was parents who built the ships with their 
children and brought them to school for this day of celebration. The armada I’d 
encountered were the kindergarten through 2nd graders. During the afternoon 3rd 
through 5th graders arrived, “boarding” their ships to watch the old black and white 
film classic, “Treasure Island.” 
 Principal Shelly Norris took me on a tour of the school to view not only the 
buccaneer bits, but the proudly displayed colorful charts and graphs in the school’s 
corridors, representing the significant academic growth these little pirates had 
achieved. 
  “Our parents are amazing,” Norris shared, as she described the process and 
involvement of whole families getting in on creating the ships of “Pirate Day.” Talk 
about parents rallying; many asked Norris if there were any kids who might not have a 
ship because they would build an extra one.  
 This event was a first for the school, but somehow I don’t think it will be the last. 
Who can forget the day the pirate fleet sailed at AABV? 
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