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Learning to Read with Action 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 At a recent Google Classroom training at Mesa Elementary, something interesting 
happened. Teachers of younger students are normally not excited about using an online 
collaborative learning environment like this; understandably, because of the challenge of using 
with very young children.  

Not the Mesa K-2 teachers; all were very enthusiastic about this resource and 
immediately saw great possibilities, discussing ways of incorporating with students and parents. 
 One example, in particular, stood out to me. Finishing up the training, Kindergarten 
teacher, Robyn Ericson, immediately turned to fellow kindergarten teachers, Sarah Goddard, 
and Victoria Waters, and the three began discussing how they could upload resources for their 
students, parents could access to help their child; specifically, about using this technology 
resource to upload their “visual phonics” video clips. 
 Visual phonics has been around for many years, sometimes known as sound signs. It 
incorporates sounds plus hand motions to learn letters and the sounds they make, leading into 
combining to make words. This may sound a bit dry, but to see it in action is dynamic and 
somehow wonderful.  

Entering Ericson’s classroom just as she was beginning to do visual phonics with her 
students, I heard, “Let’s go to rainbow, criss-cross;” (this means sitting cross-legged in a semi-
circle, I learned). Glancing at me, Ericson introduced me to her kinder students, stating in a 
loud, stage-whisper: “I’m working with super-geniuses here,” while her students beamed. 

Ericson began visual phonics with her students eagerly joining in. This was learning to 
read in action, with the teacher incorporating a number of different instructional strategies 
gathered from various sources over the years, such as whole brain teaching and others into a 
multi-modality experience. 

Ericson’s students were totally engrossed and actually having fun learning to read in this 
manner. “Sometimes letters get married and make different sounds, like…?” continued Ericson, 
with students shooting their hands up to answer. Choosing a student, the answer was, “th or 
ch,” after which they proceeded with all the possible sounds of the “married” letter 
combinations.  

This way of teaching and learning was so compelling, I found myself involuntarily 
duplicating the movements and sounds Ericson did with students as they then joined sounds 
together to actually make words. “Not bad for the 31st day of kindergarten, eh?” Ericson 
bragged on her students. 

“Truly amazing,” I tried to compliment Ericson, but this veteran teacher brushed this 
aside, saying “We’re all doing this,” and escorted me to the other kinder classes where, sure 
enough, the same magic was taking place. 

Not bad, indeed. 
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