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CHEERING EACH OTHER ON 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Stopping by our Clovis High School Freshman Academy (CHSFA) this past week, I 
had an opportunity to chat with Bekki Jones, CHSFA history teacher of 14 years and CHS 
varsity cheer coach. Jones works closely with Amanda Boydstun, the CHS junior varsity 
cheer coach. 
 Jones began by expressing her gratitude for the leadership of Lonnie Baca, our 
Athletic Director and his support of all our sports in the district and the high standards and 
expectations.  

Not everyone understands just how hard our student athletes work, the long hours 
of practice time they invest. As Jones confirmed, “If something’s not a challenge then what 
is it worth?”  

In case you haven’t noticed, cheerleading skills have changed over the years, and 
include vigorous – and potentially, risky – moves. The girls begin every school day with 
practice at 7 AM, and a tumbling coach comes in twice a week for training in gymnastic 
skills; Saturday practices are also included, particularly during competition season.  

Jones walked into the position with already high expectations. She stated 
definitively, “The girls must maintain a 3.0, and we check grades every week. We have high 
standards, and there is no leeway on grades or behavior. The girls are always students first; 
when they go to college they’re going to be students, not cheerleaders” (with the possible 
exception of a few). The emphasis was clear. 
 Jones continued, “When I got hired as varsity coach I met with Mr. Baca, and loved 
his focus of bringing the purple back to town.” When asked about what’s the key to 
success, Jones unhesitatingly offered, “We’re going ‘old school,’ working hard, and 
working together to bring the purple back. Like…bringing back the bell at games, which 
we found stashed under the stadium.” 

They’re also working together with many other school groups and clubs, (Melinda 
Isaacs, student council sponsor), to wrap telephones in purple and white, so that’s what the 
opposing team sees when they drive into town. Chuck Jordan and his students made huge 
metal stencils in his metals class; Jay Brady (principal) supplied the paint; students painted 
the giant paw prints on the streets leading into the stadium. Jones described the process, 
“It was quite the job, taking about four students to paint each paw.” 

Continuing the subject of working together, the JV cheerleaders recently cheered 
for the cross-country team. Jones described, laughing, “Visitors were shocked, asking how 
they had their own cheerleaders!”  

Clovis, you better dig out your purple. 
 
 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be 
reached at cindy.kleynkennedy@clovis-schools.org 
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