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Browsing Books at Barry Elementary 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

  
 We recently had the opportunity to visit with Kari Lemke, principal at Barry Elementary, 
who is beginning her second year as principal at this school site. Ever enthusiastic about 
education, Lemke began by sharing some general philosophies about education. 

 “Last year, we focused on the importance of knowing - really knowing - every student, 
family, and important information about each. That relationship building is critical. You have to 
attend their ball games, choir concerts, and other activities,” shared Lemke, who proceeded to 
share some wonderful anecdotes demonstrating the importance of these activities. Lemke 
continued, “Once that relationship is established, when students do have to come to my office, 
whether for a positive reason, or as a referral, we then have that relationship, and the 
communication is genuine and much more effective.” 

Several events and activities at Barry help to build those relationships, one example being 
Barry’s “Health Fair.” Partnering with “Healthy Kids of New Mexico” 
(http://healthykidsnm.org), teachers, parents, and other volunteers, focused on several topics 
through the exhibits and activities. These included the importance of limiting student “screen 
time” to convey the message to students that there are other activities than being glued to a 
computer or any other type of digital device. Other topics included being active; healthy eating 
choices; the importance of rest and drinking lots of fresh water. This year’s Health Fair will 
continue to build upon last year’s event. 

Building relationships is not only essential with students, but also with parents and staff. 
It’s important to know each other as individuals and those important dates and occasions; to 
pause periodically to celebrate each other’s successes, admire grandchildren photos, or 
acknowledge other important life events. 

An important focus for this school year will be the developing of a team atmosphere, with 
parents and teachers working together to ensure that students are vested in their own education. 
Students already keep track of their own academic performance that they go over with teachers. 
In the process they learn those visual tools, like charts and graphs that so readily convey a picture 
of their performance. 

This year, Lemke will also build upon the Math and Reading Night when parents come to 
the school and learn how to more effectively help students at home. “Our parents want to help 
their children, but don’t always know how.” In a fun-filled evening, parents are provided with 
tools, resources, and simple guidelines for using at home to complement what is taking place in 
the classroom. This has proven to be empowering for both parents and students. 

The Book Exchange is another program Lemke plans to expand this year. Students bring 
in books to trade. The process includes – child working with their parents – building a list of 
vocabulary from their book, along with a question and notes. It’s gratifying to see kids getting 
excited about reading. 

As Benjamin Franklin’s famous quote goes, “Tell me and I forget, teach me and I many 
remember, involve me and I learn.” 
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