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Poetry in Another Language 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 This past weekend Clovis Municipal Schools was home to a first-time event, hosted by 
La Casita Elementary. It took place in the beautiful new Arts Academy at Bella Vista’s 
performing arts/multi-purpose center, dubbed, “The BraveheaART Center for Performing Arts.” 
The “Poesía en el Llano Estacado” – a Spanish-language poetry language competition was the 
result of the joint efforts of La Casita Elementary, ENLACE (Engaging Latino Communities for 
Education), NMABE (New Mexico Association for Bilingual Education); American Legion Post 
25, and CMS Federal Programs. Schools participating were La Casita and Lockwood elementary 
schools from Clovis, along with Lindsey-Steiner and James elementary schools from Portales.  
The turnout was great - particularly for a first-time event - with 37 first through fifth grade 
students participating in the competition. Students had to memorize a Spanish-language poem and 
present it in their own dramatized interpretation for the audience. 
Dr. Sylvia Martinez, principal of La Casita, described details of the event. “Our overarching 
purpose was to give students an opportunity to learn about a different medium for language use, 
incorporating their own interpretation…how language can be used in a powerful way.” 
 According to a U.S. Department of Education study, “the more [bilingual] schools develop 
children’s native-language skills, the higher they scored academically over the long term in 
English” (http://www.nabe.org/BilingualEducation). Dr. Stephen Krashen, an acknowledged 
expert in the field of bilingual education, has noted that there are a number of effective models of 
bilingual instruction across the country and states, “When schools provide children quality 
education in their primary language, they give them two things: knowledge and literacy…[which] 
makes the English they hear and read more comprehensible…and [these skills] transfer to the 
second language.” 
At the poetry competition the audience support of approximately 125 attendees presented a 
challenge for some of these students, but Dr. Martinez expressed her pride at the performances of 
all the students. “Some were more expressive than others, but these elementary students all 
showed great courage at presenting and interpreting their poems.” 
Interestingly, there were not only Hispanic students participating in the competition; there was 
racial diversity in the mix. Students of diverse ethnicities from the dual language bilingual 
program at Lockwood Elementary also competed. Martinez continued, “The kids love to 
memorize, which supports cognitive development, and they did such a great job. Also, one of the 
nicest outcomes was that students from every school placed.” 
Dr. Patricia K. Kuhl, of the Institute for Learning & Brain Sciences at the University of 
Washington, has also done extensive research in the field. “This back and forth switching 
[between languages] is a strengthening agent for the brain…[bilingualism] allows you, in those 
frontal areas [of the brain] to make decisions better, to be more creative in your thinking…[and 
is] protective against age or brain disease like dementia and Alzheimer’s. 
Many thanks to all who contributed to this event, in particular, the judges: Dr. Romelia Hurtado 
de Vivas and Profesora Gloria Jurado, both from Eastern New Mexico University and Sra. 
Patricia Natividad, Spanish instructor at Clovis High School. 
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