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A Tribute: the Influence of Educators 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 There is a book called, The Influence of Teachers: Reflections on Teaching and 
Leadership, by John Merrow, which is all about the powerful impact teachers can have on 
students. One passage reads, “Teachers can never declare ‘mission accomplished’, because 
they are a bridge, not an endpoint, for all the boys and girls (and men and women) who come 
into their lives. Their involvement doesn’t begin or end at the classroom door.” Coming across 
that passage, one individual immediately sprang to mind: our greatly beloved friend and 
educator, Chuck Tipton, who recently passed from our midst, much too soon.  
 Most of us have experienced the positive influence of a good teacher, the sort who 
nurtures, encourages, and mentors us; the kind of teacher who perhaps nudges us out of our 
comfort zone; who guides us with wisdom and humor to help us see more clearly; the kind who 
inspires us to do great things, to achieve grand goals; the kind we want to rush back to, with 
news of our successes; the kind of teacher who generally changes our lives for the better. 
 One such person was Chuck Tipton. A very talented musician in his own right, Tipton, an 
alumni of the Clovis Schools and nearby Eastern New Mexico University, taught music in the 
Clovis Schools at all levels, from elementary all the way through high school over the years. His 
musical productions were legendary, and Tipton was able to elicit incredibly professional 
performances from his students of all ages. 
 Inside and outside the classroom, Chuck Tipton was always active and involved. He had 
a larger-than-life personality, and any encounter with Chuck resulted in boisterous laughter, 
witty banter, and - of course, music; and Tipton was always willing to volunteer his time and 
talents wherever needed. 
 In recent weeks and months, the amazing number of community members who have 
stepped forward to lift up and support the Tipton family in Chuck’s struggle with illness is a 
perfect testament to the kind of individual that he was. The individuals involved with various 
types of fund-raisers, from restaurant events to the Chuck Tipton 5K Run/Walk held last 
weekend, were not only friends and colleagues, but many were former students of his.  
 After leaving the Clovis Schools, Chuck worked for some time for the local Central 
Baptist Church, involved with music and children’s education, eventually serving as the Director 
of Media. Some time back, a special site in the online social media was set up, so that 
interested individuals could communicate and get updates about Tipton’s health. In this instance, 
the Internet provided a positive place for individuals from all over – again, many, many of whom 
were former students – to “gather” and share their love and support for this special man. 
 Education expert, William Glasser, seemed to describe Chuck Tipton; “When you study 
great teachers…you will learn much more from their caring and hard work than from their style.” 
 Godspeed, Chuck Tipton; it was an utter pleasure to have known you. 
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