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Strong Families, Strong Nation 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
The end of the school year is a time of many celebrations: students moving on to the 

next grade; graduation ceremonies, with students proceeding to the next grade or to college or 
the workplace. This year’s school end also included a special event: the Family Leadership 
Institute Graduation and the Bilingual Seal Awards Ceremony for qualifying Clovis High School 
seniors.  

This event was the culmination of some of Clovis Schools’ Federal Programs activities. 
Through the efforts of Federal Programs Director, Eva Garcia and her extensive team of 
dedicated employees, this year’s event also included participants from the partnering 
communities of Portales and Roswell school districts. 

The Bilingual Seal is awarded to graduating seniors who have complied with all of the 
criteria, which includes: completing the application process; passing the reading and writing 
portions of New Mexico’s Standards Based Assessment (SBA); passing the Language 
Assessment Scale (LAS) Reading Assessment in Spanish, complying with the same LAS 
standards for writing assessment accuracy. Finally, students must have completed interviews in 
both English and Spanish in front of a committee that grades students based upon a rubric that 
covers the quality of both speaking and listening skills. 

The inception of the Bilingual Seal Award was May of 2012, with 8 students who 
successfully completed all requirements. This year’s recipients numbered 22 seniors who were 
awarded the Seal, clearly demonstrating the success of the program. The interest generated 
also seems to support the research that shows great cognitive benefit in learning more than one 
language. 
 The other part of the evening’s program was the Family Leadership Institute Graduation. 
This program, brainchild of nationally recognized leadership expert, Lieutenant Colonel 
Consuelo Castillo Kickbusch, U.S. Army, retired, has been part of the CMS Federal Programs 
for a number of years now. It equips parents of our students with the skills to build strong 
families, its mission: “a multifaceted educational curriculum focused on providing families with 
the knowledge, tools, and inspiration to help their children succeed in school and in life.”  
 In addition to serving as a volunteer in the classroom, parents must complete a series of 
10 modules. These cover leadership in the home; cultural and generational perspectives; 
importance of literacy; building better futures; coping strategies; making a roadmap for success; 
and others. 
 David Briseño, former CMS Federal Programs Director served as Master of Ceremonies 
for the evening, and Kickbusch was the keynote speaker. She offered inspiring words with 
passion and conviction of the hope and promise that strong families provide our nation. Other 
speakers included Cindy Martin, CMS Deputy Superintendent of Instruction and Eva Garcia, 
Federal Programs Director, who described the significance of the Bilingual Seal. 
 It was gratifying to witness the success represented by the hard work put forth to 
accomplish these goals by parents and students alike. Colin Powell noted, “A dream doesn’t 
become reality through magic; it takes sweat, determination, and hard work.” 
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