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Gattis’ Gets a Head Start 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
   
 As most community members will likely have heard by now, the Clovis Municipal 
Schools are about to begin the first school year at our brand new middle school – named after 
the former junior high – W. D. Gattis Middle School. The recent open house was a great 
success with visitors pouring in and out during the designated time slot. Not only were Gattis 
staff members on hand to direct traffic, answer questions, provide tours, and so forth, but 
administrators from across the district were also present to lend a helping hand with the same 
activities. 
 The new middle school will enable the district to move towards the more commonly 
configured middle school model of 6th, 7th, and 8th grades combined at one school site. Despite 
these grades coming together, each grade is separated as much as possible. In particular, the 
6th graders will be on the ground floor of this beautiful new school, while the 7th and 8th will be 
housed on the second floor. Also, the 6th graders have their own lunch period, separate from the 
other grades, for the most part.  
 The teachers that have been hired for the new Gattis are excited and eagerly 
anticipating this upcoming school year. Some have even gotten a head start. Deborah Davidsen, 
who will be an 8th grade math teacher at Gattis, has been a teacher with the Clovis Municipal 
Schools for the last twelve years. This summer, Davidsen applied for a CenturyLink Foundation 
“Innovate+Educate” grant.  
 According to Valerie Dodd, Vice President and General Manager for CenturyLink in New 
Mexico, “The CenturyLink Foundation’s Teachers and Technology Grants program focuses on 
improving the access that K-12 students have to technology in their schools…” Continuing, “Our 
goal to support enhanced student learning by encouraging teachers to be innovative in their 
classrooms aligns well with the goals of Innovate+Educate.”  

This also happens to align with the vision of Gattis’ principal, Tandee Delk, who is 
committed to infusing technology into the classroom to increase student engagement in order to 
improve student learning.  
 Taking the initiative to write a grant for the CenturyLink Foundation Innovate+Educate 
likely took a chunk out of summer vacation, but Davidsen’s effort is representative of the 
dedication and enthusiasm of the teachers in the Clovis Municipal Schools district. Davidsen 
was one of fourteen teachers across New Mexico who won a grant, hers in the amount of $4000.  

Teachers are commonly known to go above and beyond what is required, not to mention 
dipping into their own pockets, unable resist goodies that can be put to good use in their 
classrooms. This grant for $4000 will go a long way to positively impacting learning in 
Davidsen’s classroom during this upcoming year. Davidsen plans to purchase student iPads 
with the grant and enthusiastically described the apps and lessons that she already has planned 
out. 

As Parker Palmer in The Courage to Teach stated, “Teachers possess the power to 
create conditions that can help students learn a great deal…teaching is the intentional act of 
creating such conditions.” 
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