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DRUG  USE  IN  SCHOOL   
ACTIVITIES 

 
A Statement of Need and Purpose 

Recognizing that observed and suspected use of alcohol and illegal drugs by Clovis Municipal 
School (CMS) District student athletes is increasing, a program of deterrence will be instituted as 
a pro-active approach to a truly drug free school.  Likewise, through participation in athletics, 
students using illegal drugs pose a threat to their own health and safety, as well as to that of other 
students.  The purpose of this program is threefold:  1) to provide for the health and safety of all 
Student Athletes; 2) to undermine the effects of peer pressure by providing a legitimate reason 
for Student Athletes to refuse to use illegal drugs; and 3) to encourage Student Athletes who use 
drugs to participate in drug treatment programs.  The program is non-punitive.  It is designed to 
create a safe, drug free, environment for student athletes and provide them with a list of agencies 
to seek help when needed.  

Objectives 

To provide a deterrent to the use of illegal drugs by students participating in Clovis Municipal 
School District athletics, grades eight (8) through twelve (12).  

To give students a valid reason to resist peer pressure to use illegal drugs. 

To prevent injury, illness, and harm as a result of drug use and its effects.  

To ensure that student athletes set an appropriate example for their fellow students, for whom 
they are often role models. 

Athletic Program 

A CMS athletic program is an activity sponsored by the New Mexico Activities Association 
(NMAA), the Clovis Municipal School District Board of Education, or an activity sanctioned by 
the CMS Board of Education. 

Selection for Testing  

All students in grades eight (8) through twelve (12) who wish to participate in the Clovis 
Municipal School District athletic program must declare that intention at the time of their 
registration for school each year.  They will then be subject to the random testing program for the 
entire school year, or for as long as they participate in the program.  Any student athlete not 
involved in an in/off-season program at the time of a particular random test period, will not be 
subject to the random drug test.  At least ten percent (10%) and not more than twenty-five 
percent (25%) of student athletes shall be randomly selected to be tested for drug use at each test, 



which shall be conducted up to eighteen (18) times per year.  The percentage may be different 
for each test.  The athletic director and/or principal shall determine the percentage of students to 
be tested and the date of each test. 

Students selected for testing during one (1) test period will be eligible for future tests and, if 
selected, may be tested in consecutive tests. 

Drugs to be Tested 

Drugs that an individual may not buy, possess, use, sell, or distribute under the federal or New 
Mexico law include, but are not limited to:  

• Marijuana; 

• Cocaine; 

• Opiates; 

• Amphetamines; 

• Methaqualone; 

• Benzodiazepines; 

• Phencyclindine (PCP); 

• Methadone; 

• Barbituates; and 

• Propoxyphene. 

• All prescription drugs that were obtained without authorization. 

• All prescription and/or over-the-counter drugs that are being used in an abusive manner. 

• Performance-enhancing drugs. 

Tests for alcohol use may be by means of a breathalyzer or saliva test. 

 

Sample Collection and Testing Procedures 

All athletic participants and their parents or guardians shall be provided with a copy of Policy 
JJIE and a copy of the Athletic Drug Use Testing Consent Form (Exhibit JJIE-E) which shall be 
signed and dated by the student and the student's parents/guardians each year of participation.  
No student may participate in practice or competition until these forms are properly executed and 
on file with the Athletic Director.  The students will be given a copy of Policy JJIE and a copy of 
the Athletic Drug Use Testing Consent Form (Exhibit JJIE-E) when registering for an athletic 



class.  The consent form must be signed and in the possession of the coach, athletic director, or 
principal prior to a student athlete participating in any in-season or off-season practice. 

A percentage of student athletes in each in-season sport or off-season program will be selected 
on a random basis.  The athletic director and/or principal will determine a percentage of student 
names to be drawn at random to provide a sample for drug use testing. 

Students who are selected to be tested for drug use will be required to provide a sample when 
requested to do so.  Refusal to provide a sample will be treated as resignation from all athletic 
programs in the Clovis Municipal School District. 

All aspects of the drug-testing program will be conducted in a manner that will safeguard the 
personal and privacy rights of the students to the maximum degree possible. 

The athletic director shall designate the staff member to accompany the students to a restroom or 
other private area where the sample is to be produced under supervision and presence of a 
designated health care professional.  The monitor(s) shall not observe the student while the 
sample is being produced, but shall remain within hearing distance in order to guard against 
tampered samples and to ensure an accurate chain of custody of the sample. 

If at any time during the sampling procedure a monitor has reason to believe that a student is 
tampering with the sample, the monitor may inform the athletic director or principal who will 
then determine if a new sample should be obtained. 

The monitor shall give each student a form on which the student may list any medications the 
student has taken or any other legitimate reasons for having been in contact with illegal drugs or 
performance-enhancing drugs in the preceding four (4) days. 

All samples will be identified with students' assigned individual student identification number, 
sealed, and submitted to a licensed professional for testing.  Any licensed professional chosen by 
the School District to conduct the testing shall be required to have detailed written procedures to 
assure proper chain of custody of the samples, proper control, and scientifically validated testing 
methods. 

The licensed professional will promptly contact the athletic director and/or principal if the result 
of the drug use test for any student athlete is positive.  The athletic director, principal, and/or 
head coach will promptly contact the student and the student's parents or guardians, if the student 
is under the age of eighteen (18), and schedule a conference at which time the student or parents 
may offer any explanation of the positive result.  Parents or guardians may provide any doctor's 
prescriptions of any drugs that the student was taking that might have affected the outcome of the 
drug use or alcohol test and may request that another test be conducted on the remaining portion 
of the sample.  Any such re-test shall be at the expense of the parent or guardian. 

The principal will assess disciplinary sanctions for being under the influence of drugs or alcohol 
while at school or a school-related activity according to the Code of Conduct. 

 



Sanctions for Positive Testing 

All offenses are cumulative for the student's enrollment in grades eight (8) through twelve (12) in 
the Clovis Municipal School District.  A student who tests positive on a drug test will be subject 
to the sanctions contained herein.  

Failure to comply with the provisions below will remove the student from athletic 
competition/practice for the remainder of the semester.  If the suspension occurs during the last 
six (6) weeks of a semester, the suspension shall extend into the next semester. 

First Violation: 

• The student will be suspended from participating for fifteen (15) consecutive school days 
beginning from the date of verification of the first violation.  
 

• The student will miss a minimum of 20% from games, contests and/or performance (*See 
Chart)  

 
• The student will not be required to attend their athletic activities scheduled at home. The 

student will not be allowed to attend out-of-town events.  
 

• Following a first violation, the student will be immediately suspended from attending after-
school practices or meetings of their sport. This suspension will last for the duration of their 
suspension from their sport. However, the student will continue to attend practices or 
meetings of their sport, which take place during the school day for which they receive credit.  

 
• As a condition of continued participation in athletics, upon the student’s reinstatement to 

their sport, the student will submit to bi-weekly drug and/or alcohol tests on reinstatement to 
their sport, the student will submit to bi-weekly drug tests on random days for the next four 
(4) weeks.  A positive result will be considered a second offense.  Bi-weekly submissions 
will be provided at the expense of the Clovis Municipal School District. 

 
• Following a first violation, the student athlete will sign an acknowledgement of the 

consequences of a second violation.  
 
Second Violation: 

• Following a second violation, the student will be suspended from all athletic events for one 
(1) calendar year.  
 

• As a condition of continued participation in athletics, the student must provide, at the 
student’s expense, results of drug and/or alcohol use tests on a monthly basis.  A positive 
result will be considered a third violation. 

 
Third Violation: 

• The student will be suspended from participation in all athletic programs and athletics for as 
long as he/she attends the Clovis Municipal School District. 

 



Appeals 

A student may appeal a suspension under this policy to the Superintendent by filing a written 
notice within five (5) days of the positive report of drug use.  The student will remain suspended 
pending the appeal.  The Superintendent shall conduct an investigation to determine whether the 
original finding and suspension were justified.  The Superintendent's decision may be appealed 
in accordance with existing school policy. 

 

* Game Suspension Table 

Number of Regular Season Games 20% 
9 or less 1 
10-14 2 
15-19 3 
20-23 4 
24-26 5 
 

Self-Referral Policy 

Athletes with drug dependence may voluntarily be tested and obtain intervention.  Athletes who 
voluntarily come forward and ask for help for their drug problem should be given help without 
automatic loss of eligibility, if the self referral happened prior to the day of the random drug 
testing.  An athlete may only self-refer one (1) time while they are enrolled in the Clovis 
Municipal School District.  

Program Purpose  

Coaches occupy special roles in the lives of athletes.  Often an athlete will choose to talk about a 
personal problem with a coach while at the same time that athlete feels uncomfortable about 
discussing the same problem with a parent or another important adult in the athlete's life.  This 
program allows the athlete to voluntarily come forward and ask for help. 

 

Informing Athletes about the Self-Referral Policy  

The coaches will/shall inform the athletes at the beginning of the practice season of the “Self-
Referral Policy”.  The coach will also inform the athletes that there are other people they may 
talk to about their drug use related problems, including the athletic trainer, the athletic director, 
the school nurse, or any of the site administrators.  The athletes will be given a copy of this 
outline to help explain the self-referral process. 

 

 



The Self-Referral Process  

The coach, or other staff member identified above, shall first meet with the athlete to discuss the 
problem.  With the consent of the athlete, the coach (or other staff member) will arrange for a 
meeting with the parents, and possibly other school personnel if the student is under the age of 
eighteen (18).  The coach shall then become involved in helping the athlete and family take the 
first steps to getting trained professional help for the athlete.  The family will be given a list of 
providers and will be encouraged to begin an intervention program.  If the athlete changes his or 
her mind, the coach will ask for evidence (a negative sample) before any further participation or 
competition is allowed.  

When the athlete volunteers for help, a drug test will be conducted at the next random sampling. 
If the test is positive, the self-referral athlete will remain a part of the team, but will not practice 
or compete until a negative sample is verified by the District's lab.  This second test is at student 
expense.  The athlete regains eligibility immediately upon lab verification of the negative 
sample. The status as one who self-refers for help continues until the end of the season.   

Adopted: date of manual adoption 
Revised: July 28, 2015 

LEGAL REF.:  22-12-2.1 NMSA (1978) 
6.11.2.9 NMAC 

CROSS REF.: JJIB - Interscholastic Sports 
 JJJ - Extracurricular Activity Eligibility 


