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Schools Running Beautifully…in More Ways Than One 

by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 
 
 

 At this point school is up and running, and students and staff have settled into the 
routines of a new year. Schools glisten with all the work done during the summer by our 
phenomenal custodial and maintenance staff. Floors are shining, walls freshly painted, and kids 
seem happy, glad to be back in school. 
 In addition to the standard summer refurbishing at schools, several sites have new 
features contributed by administrators and teachers. One such example is Mesa Elementary.  

Walking through the main entrance of Mesa, the first sight now seen is a beautiful new 
glass tile mosaic, running the length of the wall facing the entrance. This wall has always been 
the focal point for anyone entering the building and was formerly covered in plain tiles. 
 Julie Howell, principal at Mesa, shared some of the background of the new mosaic. “It’s 
actually been a project a couple of years in the making.” With all the planning, discussion, 
measuring, Howell described how the process morphed into the beautiful piece of art it became. 
 The finished mosaic wall is an object of startling beauty, an utter delight to enjoy upon 
entering the building. Made of glass tiles, the mosaic measures roughly four feet high and about 
twenty-five feet long. It celebrates the six pillars of the “Character Counts” program, used 
throughout our district, which are: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and 
citizenship.  

Mesa’s mosaic scene contains a bright yellow sun on the left, beaming on multicolored 
flowers in a grass meadow, with fluffy clouds in a blue sky above. The colors of the mosaic tiles 
gradually change in hue as the gaze moves to the right. The blue sky deepens into a darker 
blue, providing the background for the moon and stars at the right far edge of the artwork. Bright 
red pillars, labeled with the Character Counts values “support” the scene. The centerpiece is a 
large white tile with the message, “Your Character Counts From Morning Through Night.” 

The individuals who created this mosaic during this past summer are: Principal Julie 
Howell and her expert tile cutting husband, John Howell (also an administrator in the Clovis 
Schools). Teachers Miranda Bonney, Jamie Buzzetta, and Robyn Ericson made up the rest of 
the Mesa artists team. 

In addition to the mosaic, the Mesa library wall was painted with a rich mural of a jungle 
scene with animals by the same team above, also including Rhonda Young. Librarian, Kim 
Martin, whose own children also attend Mesa, described how the mural provides a great 
conversation starter and prompt for activities with students.  

Martin’s husband is an officer at Cannon Air Force Base, and she also shared how much 
her family has enjoyed the friendliness of the Clovis community. 

The care and nurture our staff contributes to our schools to enhance the learning 
environment is often humbling. Author/cartoonist Aaron Bacall perhaps captures it best: “Your 
heart is slightly bigger than the average human heart, but that’s because you’re a teacher.” 
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