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“Project Lead” Leading the Way 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
This year, yet again, a group of energetic and purpose-filled Clovis High School students 

are stepping up and taking initiative. These are Gifted and Talented (GT) teacher, Stephanie 
Shaw’s group of sophomores who recently held a “School Hall” (after the “Town Hall” model) 
meeting, inviting community leaders to the Clovis High School library.  

The GT program at CHS is called Project Lead – CHS GT Community Leadership and 
Career Readiness Initiative. As stated in the invitation the students wrote to attendees, “…Project 
Lead is a program in which we find ways to better ourselves by being involved in improving the 
community for its future generations.” 

Last year’s activities included a “Saturday in the Park Festival” fund-raiser to buy toys 
for the Lighthouse Mission. Students also organized a “Seniors Prom” for the senior citizens at 
the Baxter-Curren Senior Center for Clovis senior citizens. “Operation Every Family Protected” 
was a collaborative effort between sophomores and the Clovis Fire Department to survey the 
community in an attempt to make sure every home in Clovis has a working smoke detector.  

This year’s “School Hall” meeting was opened with a digital Prezi presentation and an 
iMovie film providing an overview of goals and objectives, along with skits, followed by 
introductions by Joelle Strickland, Javier Hermosillo & Jaron Gonzales. These confident youths 
recapped events from last year and invited attendees to identify community needs that this year’s  
students could address. Strickland also introduced Superintendent Terry Myers who 
congratulated students on their leadership initiative and the importance of student efforts and the 
value to the school and community. 

Community leaders in attendance included City Commissioner Randy Crowder; Claire 
Burroughes, Legislative & Community Development Director, City of Clovis; Diana Hernandez 
from the Clovis Food Bank; Carlyn Hancock, Executive Director of Student Services for the 
Clovis Schools; Margaret Hinchee, Library Director of the Clovis-Carver Public Library; 
Director of Parks & Recreation, Bill Bizzell; City Manager, Joe Thomas; and others. 
 This unique program was developed jointly last year by Kendra Peloquin, Stephanie 
Shaw, and Corey Pickett, all GT teachers at CHS. As they shared, “Project Lead is a formal 
leadership infrastructure that teaches real-world leadership skills to high school GT students 
through service learning in the form of community service projects, internships…and career 
readiness…” Quite a tall order, but it seems as though they’re accomplishing all of this and more. 
 At the end of the “School Hall” meeting, students invited all visitors to stay and enjoy the 
refreshments students had provided. Students then mingled among the crowd and did spot 
interviews with attendees, looking for feedback. One young man, Caleb Sapp interviewed me, 
and his well-mannered approach and articulate conversation were most impressive.  
 It seems clear that this program is a raving success and that students, staff, and the 
community are being changed for the better as a direct result of Project Lead students’ efforts.  
 And, we all know that behind these successes are the tireless efforts of teachers who 
carefully influence and guide. 
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