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Crazy Reading 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 The other morning Zia Elementary School students filed into the gym as they arrived for 
the day. Once settled in the gym, in walked Zia’s principal and all the Zia teachers, clad in the 
most colorful, outlandish, and dazzling costumes ever seen. The event was “Read the Most 
Coast to Coast” sponsored by Renaissance Learning. 
 Renaissance Learning is a company that’s been around for a long time. Many school 
districts across the nation use their products. These include: Accelerated Reader, Accelerated 
Math, STAR Early Literacy, STAR Reading, STAR Math, and more. More than 30,000 
educators registered for this nationwide event “designed to promote valuable reading practice” 
(http://www.renaissance.com/read-the-most/). The website maintained a counter throughout the 
day to measure the results. The goal was set for five million books in a day, and the final count 
was 4,987,949, an unbelievable turnout. 
 Zia teachers enthusiastically participated in this event and went all out in their costume 
design as they dressed up as their favorite book character. Teachers paraded before the 
students, holding up the book their characters were in. The kids went wild, cheering and 
clapping. Many of the students recognized the characters and shouted out their names as the 
teachers paraded by. It was an amazing sight to behold.  

The characters depicted by teachers included Fancy Nancy by Jane O’Connor; Junie B. 
Jones by Barbara Park; Miss Swamp from “Miss Nelson is Missing” by Harry G. Allard, Jr.; and 
Pinkalicious by Victoria Kann. Several grade levels dressed as teams, for example, the 4th 
grade teachers were dressed as “3 Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed” complete with pajamas, 
mouse noses, ears, and tails. One grade level was the “Three Blind Mice.” There were 
characters from Alice in Wonderland, Dr. Seuss’s Thing 1 and Thing 2; fairy tale characters, and 
more. 
 Principal Shalei Bennett, dressed as Fancy Nancy, described the event later in her 
office: “Our main focus was to show how much fun reading could be.” Teachers had been 
provided with guidelines with ideas for reading throughout the day. There was reading alone, of 
course, but also reading with a buddy; reading with a crazy hat on; reading while sitting on a 
desk, under a desk; reading with a stuffed animal, with shoes off; reading outside; reading with 
a flashlight with the lights dimmed. Parents were involved, too; there almost 140 who came in 
and read with kids.  
 To ensure books were actually read, kids did a quick computer Accelerated Reader quiz 
after reading their book. Principal Bennet would announce the counts of books from each class 
on the hour, and kids cheering could be heard throughout the halls. 
 At the end of the day, Zia students finished up reading 1249 books. That is crazy reading 
indeed. How fortunate we are too have such motivated educators willing to go to such lengths to 
motivate kids to read. 
 Ralph Waldo Emerson noted, “There is creative reading as well as creative writing.” The 
Zia teachers nailed it. 
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