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Snapshot of a Kindergarten Classroom 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 What is more delightful than a kindergarten classroom? With bright colors and textures, 
the kindergarten classroom is an engaging world, and Robyn Ericson’s is a perfect example. 
This Mesa Elementary teacher’s room is warm and welcoming. Upon entering, you almost long 
to be in school again. 

During a visit a while back, her classroom walls were covered with billowing snowdrifts, 
topped with an army of distinctly unique snowmen, each with different personalities. Another 
wall had giant sunflowers offering a burst of color and texture; there were stars and banners, all 
setting the stage for an inviting atmosphere.  

Along with vibrant color and texture, technology was present, seemingly settling into its 
role as an intrinsic classroom tool. When technology first began appearing in classrooms it 
tended to be more of a “star.” Now, however, technology’s role has changed into that of 
embedded classroom tool, seamlessly integrated into the learning process, as it should be. 

A wireless interactive projector and whiteboard have replaced the chalkboard in virtually 
all classrooms. The projector wirelessly connects to a variety of devices – iPad, laptop, and cell 
phone – to share on a large scale whatever appears on the device screen. This might be the 
page of a digital book; a website to share with students; a unique “app” shared large scale with 
which students can interact. There are accompanying digital pens that teachers and students 
use to write with digital ink virtual tools on the projected image. 

Ericson has been teaching for about 25 years and began using iPads in her classroom a 
couple of years ago. Initially, the iPad was a novel device, and teachers were hesitant in their 
classroom use. Ericson introduced me to one young man in her classroom who had been a 
wonderful resource. Having access to an iPad at home, this young student had become expert 
at all features and a great help in sharing his knowledge with the rest. 

When asked how iPads have helped her students, Ericson was enthusiastic. “There are 
so many things to do with iPads. One thing I use them for is to teach handwriting, with students 
practicing writing letters and numbers with their fingers; perfect for the fine motor skills.” Kids 
read digital and interactive books on the iPad. There are a host of academic skills students can 
practice on the iPad in the form of apps on the iPad that often feel like a game. 

The iPads are encased in “OtterBoxes,” an extremely durable protective case for the 
device. Ericson continued: “These have made it possible for the kids to have much more 
freedom in using the iPads.” Even though there are only a few iPads available in the classroom, 
this doesn’t seem to be a problem; the iPads are a great motivator for students who work 
together or alone using the device. 

It’s good to see well-integrated technology settling into its role as an intrinsic classroom 
tool at the disposal of the teacher, helping to provide students with 21st century skills. 
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