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Barry Music Stars & More 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Earlier this week Barry Elementary’s multipurpose room was the setting for a musical 
program presented by Barry’s Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grade students. Presentations with so 
many little ones can be a challenge to a music teacher, and I was wondering sympathetically 
how it would turn out.  

As the program began it became immediately obvious there was no need for concern; 
this musical revue was one of the most utterly enchanting programs I’ve come across. Settling 
in with the audience, we waited as these little ones quietly filed in, dressed in colorful pajamas 
and slippers, each carrying a stuffed animal. With no hesitation, they headed sleepily to the 
risers, yawning and stretching, and collapsed quietly in piles on the different levels, pretending 
to sleep. Shortly after, a door behind them opened, and a colorfully costumed rooster emerged, 
emitting a piercing crow, encouraging students to rise and shine. 

This colorfully clad fowl was Barry’s 1st grade teacher, Colleen Biller, launching the 
program with a bang. Thus began “Baby Beluga – A Musical Revue Featuring Songs by Raffi.” 
Barry’s music teacher, Peggy McAlister, proceeded to direct students in a lively and absolutely 
adorable musical revue.  

These students were unbelievable, belting out all the songs exuberantly with elaborate 
hand motions and movement. Between songs, groups of four to eight students ran down to the 
three microphones and, alternating between students, individually spoke their memorized 
rhyming lines. “Spoke” is actually not entirely accurate; these little ones delivered their lines with 
gusto, great drama, and expression, most with accompanying oversized gestures. The entire 
performance was downright captivating, an absolutely delightful experience. How McAlister 
could elicit such an exceptional performance from these students is highly commendable. 

This performance followed upon a visit with Barry principal, Kari Lemke, to talk about 
many of the activities and events that have been taking place at Barry. Among these were the 
Science Academy, facilitated by the New Mexico Museum of Space History from the State of 
NM Department of Cultural Affairs. There was also the Healthy Kids of New Mexico project, 
working with Mitch Grey to embed in students the importance of health in terms of eating habits, 
exercise, and lifestyle. 

In addition to the daytime activities, Barry has had a number of evening events, making it 
easier for more parents to participate. “Bingo for Books” was a huge success, and well over 200 
books were given away. “Taco Tuesday” sponsored by our generous friend, Tom Martin of Taco 
Box fame, set the stage for a fiesta evening. This showcased reading and the concurrent 
Scholastic Book Fair. “Family Night” provided an opportunity for parents to visit their child’s 
classroom and receive a Literacy Kit for math and language arts. These kits were Ziploc bags 
filled with activities and guidelines for parents to work on with their children at home. 

Coming up in May is the “Author’s Tea,” a special project when the published books of 
Barry students will be celebrated and sent home with students. 

Euripides could have been describing Barry when he noted, “Learning is more effective 
when it is an active rather than a passive process.” 
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