
CMS/CNJ Article #31 / 2014-04-24 / Kleyn-Kennedy 

 Clovis News Journal / EDUCATION Column 2014-04-24 Article#31 
 

Education Foundation Goings-On 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
  
 The Clovis Municipal Schools Education Foundation is at it again, covering a lot of 
ground with wide-ranging activities and events that benefit students and staff (http://www.clovis-
schools.org/Foundation/index.html).  

The CMS Education Foundation is a non-profit organization of citizens who share a 
vision of enhancing education in the community. The mission is to “provide resources to enrich 
teaching, inspire learning, and enhance opportunities for all students enrolled in the Clovis 
Municipal School District.” From scholarships and grants to art exhibits, the foundation’s 
interests have become creatively diverse. 

First up, it’s almost time for the Education Foundation Hall of Honors Banquet on May 
10th at the Clovis Civic Center. This festive gala is a fun-filled evening of food and friends, 
gathering together to celebrate and honor Clovis Schools’ alumni who have had a memorable 
impact out in the world. In addition to the alumni honorees, there’s the “Top Cat” award to 
individuals who are not graduates of the Clovis Schools, but who have contributed considerably 
to the school district and community. 
 This year’s recipients include Brooks Jennings, 1955 CHS graduate; Dr. Kenneth Mattox, 
1956 CHS graduate; Herb Edwards, 1966 CHS graduate; Sandra Robinson Farley, 1972 CHS 
Graduate; with the Top Cat award going to Bill Gaedke. The Hall of Honors recipients represent 
one of the categories of: Government and Service; Business and Industry; Sports and 
Entertainment.  
 The annual Education Foundation Hall of Honors Banquet is held under the auspices of 
the Foundation Alumni Committee and has grown with each passing year. Many contribute to 
making the event the delightful experience it is, and it provides an excellent opportunity for 
current students to appreciate the possibilities in their own futures. 
 The Hall of Honors Banquet is open to the public, and tickets can be purchased at the 
Clovis Schools Central Administration Office at 1009 Main Street (575-769-4300). Former CHS 
graduates are encouraged to attend; grab a group of classmates and buy your own table for 
eight! It is truly a wonderful evening, filled with food and friends enjoying mini-reunions, 
accompanied by music Norvil Howell and his group of musicians, made of up of faculty and 
former graduates. Once you attend, you’ll come back every year. 
 Also on the horizon of the Education Foundation is the Young Masters Student Art 
Exhibit, established to showcase the talents of aspiring artists in the ninth through twelfth grades. 
This annual juried art exhibit is a joint project of the Foundation, the Clovis Municipal Schools, 
and the Clovis Community College. 
 There is something special about a small town with individuals who care passionately 
about the quality of the community and its schools; who care about providing the best possible 
education they can; who put forth great effort to inspire current students to go out there and be 
the best they can. 
 Michael Davies, a Brit, noted: “It almost takes an outsider to be able to – with no 
cynicism – look at small town America and realize how fantastic it is.” 
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