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Students Publishing Books 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Barry Elementary continues to expand activities to benefit kids; not only a certain grade 
level, but all students throughout the school.  

Recently Barry held an “Author’s Tea” to promote student interest in language arts. The 
idea began with Barry’s 5th grade teachers, Sara Williams and Christy Hughes. To encourage 
more connected student interest in reading and writing, teachers located a company, 
“Studentreasures” (http://www.scholastic.com/studentreasures/) that could handle the task. The 
idea of showcasing students’ work in a hardbound book has been around, but it takes a lot of 
extra effort on the part of educators and students to bring such a project to fruition. 
 Students of all ages repeatedly hear about the importance of reading and writing; after 
awhile, it may seem to fall on deaf ears. Taking the initiative to implement a project “out of the 
box,” Barry teachers innovatively guided their students in writing their own books; a way to get 
kids excited about and appreciate the process of reading, writing, and publishing. 
 The various grade levels at Barry handled their books in different ways. For example, 
some classes elected to let each student write and illustrate their own individual books; others 
decided to do a classroom book. Whichever way they chose, the work was done, assembled, 
organized, and sent off to the publishing house, and the finished hardback books were delivered 
to the school.  
 When the published books arrived teachers didn’t just distribute to students. They held a 
celebration to highlight the accomplishment: the “Author’s Tea.”  Teachers invited illustrator 
Scott Blazek who’s worked with author, Mary Alice Fontenot, as a guest speaker. The multi-
purpose room was set up with tables decked with goodies common to a tea party: plates filled 
with “petit fours” in the form of mini cookies, cupcakes, and other delights. The students each 
had their own place setting with plates, napkins, cups and their selection of treats. A round table 
was set up in the middle of it all for guests. This table had real cutlery, plates and teapots. Along 
the back were serving tables with supplies of goodies and large urns of tea, both hot and iced. 
 As students enjoyed their tea and goodies, Blazek proceeded with his presentation. 
Using a Powerpoint projected on a large screen for all to easily view, he talked about the 
process of writing and illustrating a book. Afterwards, he demonstrated on large paper on an 
easel the process of actually drawing a character to the fascinated audience of kindergarten 
through 5th grade students. 
 As I sat sipping my Earl Grey, I watched the students carefully. Not only had the majority 
dressed for the occasion in colorful dresses, crisps shirts, with some young men even in ties 
and jackets, I noticed that students held themselves a little straighter and behaved with more 
decorum than usual. 

How remarkable that this school’s staff worked so hard to provide such a memorable 
occasion for students. Thanks, Barry Elementary, for your ability to work effectively together to 
benefit all kids. 
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