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Another Great School Year 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 There’s nothing like the beginning of a new school year. It all begins a week or two 
before students arrive. Teachers arrive to set up their classrooms, attend workshops and 
meetings, and prepare for the new year.  

This year was no different in the Clovis Schools. The first week back for teachers 
culminated in our convocation where all school staff gathered at Marshall Auditorium for a new 
school year kick-off. This year’s event was a particularly lively and fun time of fellowship with a 
“Clovis Schools Rock” theme. This was followed by another special event. Clovis Schools’ 
personnel was served a delicious luncheon by Central Baptist Church, a most gracious and 
valued tradition, spanning the last twenty years. 

On Monday students arrived. The air tingled with excitement as children – both large and 
small – arrived at school on the first day of a new year. School buildings, scrubbed and polished 
during the summer, stood ready to welcome students with shining faces, clad in their crisp new 
clothes and shoes, backpacks filled with new school supplies.  

The first day of school is so special at every school; everyone cheerfully greeting one 
another, school staff enthusiastically welcoming students and parents. Julie Howell, principal at 
Mesa Elementary, captured the spirit present at all schools: “The first day of school is so 
wonderful. Our students are taller, smarter, and so happy on the first day. You realize this is 
why we do what we do!” Mike Read, principal at Sandia Elementary, shared, “Our expectations 
are high. It’s a new year, a new beginning, and we’re ready to go to work.”  

It was no different at the secondary school sites. Students were eager, sometimes a bit 
nervous, heading into their middle school or high school buildings, looking for friends with whom 
to re-connect.  

At La Casita Elementary, a group of students were gathered in the reading corner of the 
library, eager to share their enthusiasm for a new school year. When asked what they wanted to 
learn about, one 3rd grader firmly stated, “I want to read better!”  

Kindergarten always begins a few days after the other classes have begun. Those first 
days before kindergarten starts are used for pre-screening to help teachers better help their 
incoming kinder students.  

Wandering down the kindergarten hallway, I encountered Frances Duarte, veteran 
kindergarten teacher at La Casita. She was photographing a young boy in front of a “Wild About 
Kindergarten” bulletin board, wearing a safari hat prop. When she finished, the boy began 
eagerly identifying the wild animals on the bulletin board. Asked if he was excited about coming 
to school, he replied firmly and most definitively, “Yes! I want to learn about my letters!” 

Mrs. Duarte finished briefing the boy’s father about school information and mentioned 
again that kindergarten started on Thursday. As the dad and son left, hand in hand, I overheard 
the little boy excitedly ask his father, “You mean I get to come back on Thursday?” 

What a great attitude with which to begin a new year. 
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