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Summer Learning 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Learning doesn’t take a summer holiday, proven once again by our students and 
teachers, who participated in education related activities during the summer. In addition to 
teachers attending summer workshops and other events, our district’s Summer Reading 
program for students continued.  

Students from 17 of our school sites – primarily elementary and middle school students 
maintained district-supplied reading logs, monitored and signed by parents. Upon completion 
they could submit logs to our central administration’s Instruction Department in exchange for 
treat coupons, generously provided by a number of local businesses.  

Parkview Elementary held a “Kindergarten Camp,” according to principal Mandy 
Carpenter, “where our incoming kinder students attended a week-long camp to better prepare 
them for transitioning into kindergarten. Both students and parents loved the camp!” 

Yucca Middle School held a STEM Camp (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) 
this summer. Funded through a CMS Education Foundation grant written by Yucca principal, 
Loran Hill, and instructional coach, Kristi Sparks, this was the first truly integrated STEM camp 
held at the school. 

The camp was open to any incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students, and the focus was 
water, in a project called “H2O and You,” a subject of great pertinence in our area. Resources 
were drawn from Discovery Education and incorporated throughout the camp, fully integrating 
the four STEM areas. The camp was two weeks long, held on Monday through Thursday for 
four hours each day.  

Yucca teacher Elizabeth Malone was one of the camp facilitators and described the 
camp in general and the curriculum used. “This past summer with its heavier than usual rainfall 
allowed for expanded opportunities to take advantage of hands-on experience with water flow 
as part of the curriculum. We also made models of the water cycle as one of the hands-on 
activities so that students could appreciate the entire water cycle and how it related to global 
water issues.”  

Interestingly, during the course of the camp, a Melrose parent saw a summer article 
about the STEM camp and contacted Malone to offer additional resources for students. Roughly 
a decade ago this parent’s two children won a series of science fair competitions from the local 
level all the way through international science fairs, one of which culminated in Australia. This 
parent’s son and daughter, now grown, both have successful STEM careers - one a chemist 
and the other an engineer - and it all began with elementary science fairs. The parent wanted to 
donate her children’s series of projects to share with other students so they could experience 
the progression of winning Science Fair projects, perhaps motivating students to participate in 
science fairs or other similar events themselves.  

After hearing about this past summer’s STEM Camp, Cannon Air Force Base, Plateau 
Telecommunications, and a number of community members have expressed great interest in 
partnering with the schools to support and perhaps expand upon such activities.  

Neil deGrasse Tyson noted, “If you’re scientifically literate the world looks very different 
to you, and that understanding empowers you.” Let’s get empowered. 
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